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EDITORIAL 


TT. failure of B.R.M. to enter a car for Turin may 
have the gravest repercussions as regards the future 
of the organization. Bourne must know that the 
chances of there being a sufficient number of Formula 1 
events in which their cars can run are extremely slender. 
Belgium made the Grand Prix of Europe to be run on 
22nd June a Formula 1 affair solely because B.R.M. 
promised the appearance of at least two cars. Although 
no car was actually entered for Turin last Sunday, it 
was taken for granted by Continental organizers that 
Bourne would not let slip the opportunity to try out 
at least one B.R.M. in one of the very few events known 
to be for Formula 1 cars. However, the sponsors of 
the 16-cylinder machine refused to take a gamble, and 
preferred to concentrate on the possibility that Juan 
Manvel Fangio would agree to drive for them if he 
was satisfied with the B.R.M. The claims of Stirling 
Moss appear to have been completely ignored, and 
although the technicians at Monza were certain that 
a B.R.M. was sufficiently raceworthy to put up a good 
show at Turin, the Bourne people were adamant that 
an entry was impossible. 

This magazine has often been completely alone in 
advancing the opinion that B.R.M. should be given 
every possible chance. On this occasion, we must share 
with the mechanics at Monza, and with Stirling Moss, 
a great and bitter disappointment. 


. . . 


BRTSH motoring clubs, looking to the premier 
organization for an example in how rallies should 
be run, cannot be blamed for expressing surprise that 
a full-scale International event should have given rise 
to so many debatable points. For example, the wisdom 
or otherwise of abandoning the Silverstone speed tests 
will always be a topic for discussion among rally- 
drivers. Practically every competitor was astonished 
that the speed tests were scrubbed on the grounds that 
the circuit was unsafe. Surely the object of a rally is 
to discover the winners, and one can scarcely imagine 
the Monte Carlo people abandoning the Col de Braus 
eliminating test, or even the St. Puy-Valence road sec- 
tion, merely because of wintry weather. Snow is one 
of the hazards of motoring, and difficult weather condi- 
tions are among the things anticipated by competitors 
in a long-distance event. In organizational matters the 
R.A.C. must be like Czesar’s wife, and it is to be hoped 


that the next Rally of Great Britain will provide the 
kind of contest that has made the majority of Conti- 
nental events of such significance in the motor-sporting 
world. 


UR COVER PICTURE 


MOSS AT MONZA: Stirling Moss in the disc-brake 
B.R.M. during high-speed tests on the Italian circuit. 


Great disappointment was felt that the brilliant young 
driver was not given the opportunity to race at Turin. 


THE TRUTH ABOUT TURIN 


Why B.R.M. Did Not Enter for the Grand Prix of Valentino 


wits two B.R.M.s were sent to 
Monza for testing, the sponsors 
gave out that there was a possibility 
Of an entry for the GP. of Valentino 
at Turin, on 6th April, if tests 
proved satisfactory, and if sufficient 
first-class opposition was present to 
justify such a step. Naturally the 
race organizers publicized the possi- 

'y of B.R.M. participation, and 
it was entirely due to this that Enzo 
Ferrari was persuaded to prepare a 
team of 44-litre G.P. cars. 

The prospect of a B.R.M.-Ferrari 
duel excited Continental motor- 
racing circles, and organizers of 
Europe’s main races looked to the 
Turin race to give them some sort 
of lead as to whether or not it would 
be worthwhile staging _ pukka 
Formula 1 events during 1952. It 
was freely stated that if BRM. 
could provide evidence of offering 
anything like a serious challenge to 
Ferrari, then it was likely that 
several races now in the melting pot 
for Formula 2, would possibly be 
organized on a full-scale Formula 1 
footing. 

Naturally the sequence of events 
keyed up the B.R.M. mechanics as 
nothing has ever done before. 
Weary men were transformed into 
a group full of enthusiasm. Nothing 
was spared to make the two cars as 
raceworthy as possible. Stirling 
Moss did the preliminary testing. 
and during his absence on the 
Lyons-Charbonniéres. Rally, Ken 
Wharton took over. 

Technical director Peter Berthon 
expressed himself as being more 


than satisfied with the results 
obtained at Monza, and many minor 
modifications were carried out to 
both cars, one of which had experi- 
mental Girling disc-type hydraulic 
brakes. Girling technicians Red- 
mayne and Davis obtained valuable 
data on braking, whilst “Dunlop” 
Barlow was there to check carefully 
tyre behaviour at the high speeds 
possible on the Monza circuit. 
Wharton returned to England, &nd 
Moss took over testing once more. 
It was a tonic to see how the B.R.M. 
mechanics under team manager 
Tony Rudd worked on both cars. 
There were Dave Turner, Willy 
Southcott, Gordon Newman, Arthur 
‘Ambrose, Stan Hope and Dick 
Salmon—all determined that the cars 
in their care should be 100 per cent. 
The disc-brake car had shown 
signs of a slight falling off in oil 
pressure, but this was rectified and 
this B.R.M. sang round Monza with 
the joyous note of a real thorough- 
bred. On a wet track, Moss circu- 
lated at 2 mins, .08 secs., with plenty 
of revs. in hand. The brakes were 
truly phenomenal and it was small 
wonder that “P.B.” and his men 
were confident that the car would 
not disgrace itself at Turin 
However things were happening 
back in England. News was received 
from Argentina that Fangio accom- 
panied by Gonzalez were flying to 
England and would arrive on Sth 
April to try out the cars. The 
B.R.M. organization immediately 
ordered the return of both the 
Monza cars, and steadfastly refused 
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HAPPY GROUP—but this was taken 
before the decision not to go to Turin 
was announced. B.R.M. technicians 
dining at the Villa Marchesa, Monza. 


o consider even the possibility that 
either of the machines could put up 
a showing at Turin. Priority was 
given to the Argentinians and Stirling 
Moss was informed that there would 
be no Turin drive for him. 

The disappointment of both Moss 
and the B.R.M. contingent was 
almost heartbreaking to see. A 
statement was published in the 
Italian papers that no entry would 
be forthcoming at Turin because the 
cars were not ready. This was most 
unfair on men who had sweated 
blood to make cars ready. 

A last-minute effort was made to 
convince the sponsors that the entry 
of one car at Turin, even on the 
basis of giving it a test under full 
racing conditions, would prove more 
than beneficial to the future of the 
marque, if not to the entire frame- 
work of the existing Formula 1. 
However, ‘Bourne insisted that the 
possibility of another fiasco could 
not be contemplated, and that cars 
must be available back in England 
for the Argentinian drivers to try 
out. 

So ended yet another chapter in 
the sorry history of the 16-cylinder 
cars. The decision admittedly was 
difficult, but to those on the spot it 
was evident that the whole motor- 
racing community on the Continent 
had its eyes on Turin. The presence 
of a green car, and the sound of 
that wonderfully defiant exhaust 
note from the most powerful 
Formula | engine in existence, would 
have done more for the retention 
of races to the existing Grand Prix 
formula, than can ever be realized. 

It is to be hoped that the 
organizers of the Grand Prix of 
Europe at Spa on 22nd June, will 
not be unduly influenced by the 
events at Turin, otherwise, con- 
vinced that the race will be a fore- 
gone conclusion for Ferrari, they 
might switch over to Formula 2— 
even although it has been announced 
that the race will be for Formula 1 
machines. 


LE MANS NEWS 

ACK FAIRMAN, who has lapped the 

Sarthe circuit third fastest of any 
driver, will share a J2X Allard with 
Sydney Allard. Another Allard will 
be driven by A. E. Curtis and Zorra 
Duntov. Pierre Veyron and Yves 
Giraud-Cabantous will handle a 
Nash-Healey. 
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THE VALENTINO G.P. 


1TH no worthy Formula 1 cars 

to challenge them, Ferraris 
scored an easy win in last Sunday's 
race at Turin. Villoresi was the 
winning driver with a 4i-litre car 
and Taruffi came second, over a 
minute behind, in a 2}-litre Ferrari. 
The two remaining members of the 
team were less fortunate. Alberto 
Ascari held the lead for 56 of the 
60 laps, then retired, while Farina, 
who turned the fastest practice and 
race laps, crashed on a bend, receiv- 
2 ing slight injuries. The  43-litre 
J.BS.—1982: (Above) First of the latest, ultra-lightweight J.B.S. “500s” Ferraris which ran at Turin are 


which has a very far forward driving position. (Below) Charles Bottoms $ and 
with the chassis, the design of which is similar to previous J.B.S. practice. Re al el 


SPORTS.- 
NEWS 


MORE RECORDS TO TARUFFI 
RIVING his twin-boom Maserat 
engined Ttalcorsa, Piero Taruffi 

successfully attacked four Inter- 

national Class E records on the 

Appian Way between Rome and 

Naples, last week 
He set up a new one-hour record 

at 215 kph. exceeding Luigi 

Chinetti’s two-year-old Ferrari speed 

by over 12 kph; the latter's 

200 kilo. figures were improved to 

219.833 k.p.h., while Taruffi also 

raised the 50 and 100 kilo. records, 

previously held by  Gwenda 

Hawkes's Miller, to 226 k.p.h. and 

224 k.ph. respectively. These new 

figures are, of course, subject to 

confirmation; Taruffi was using a 

British oil-Vigzol, in his car. 


500 Miles race at the end of May. 

Third and fourth places were filled 
by Rudolph Fischer (2}-litre Ferrari) 
and Peter Whitehead, the sole British 
representative, driving his  1}-litre 
supercharged Ferrari. _ Etancelin 
(Talbot) and Stuck (AFM) retired 
Entries included Bonetto (Maserati), 
Piotti (Osca), Rol (Osca), Schell 
(Maserati), Machieraldo (Maserati), 
Claes (Talbot), and Swatters 
(Talbot). 


RESULTS 


(60 Laps of Valentino Park Circuit; 
Total Distance 156.5 Miles) 


1, L. Villor 
6 mins 
Taruffi 
34.6 3, R. Fischer (2}-litre Ferrari), 


3 laps behind; 4, P..N. Whitehead 


(1}litre Ferrari S),'3 laps behind; 5, J 
Claes (44-litre ), 5 laps behind; 
65 e re Talbot), 9 laps 


MYSTERY ALFA: A new Alfa Romeo, which was photographed recently behind. 
at Monza, putting in some remarkably fast It is believed to be one ‘astest Lap: G. Farina (44-litre Fer- 
of the Le Mans c 1.2 secs, 77.47 mph. 
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R.A.C. RALI 


Imhof (Allard)—Beequart ( 
Take Team Award, Miss N 


By 
BARCLAY INGLIS 


as they set off at intervals from 8 o'clock 
onwards on the morning of Monday, 31st 
March, and deep snow lay along ‘their 
route {o Silverstone. Snow ploughs had 
been out and on many sections, particu 
larly to the north of London, only a 
single track had been cut through the 
rifts. Traffic jams resulted and for a 
time AS was jammed completely where 

‘overturned "bus had blocked this busy 
main road. Frantic detours were the 
order of the day and 24 of the Hastings 
Contingent were late at the control. Four 
competitors were already out of the rally 


VICTORS: (Above) Godfrey Imhof 

(2 Allard) ‘on Rest-and-be-Thankful 

hairpin. He made best performance in 
the open car class 


(Right) Marcel Becquart, from Annecy 

in his Jowett Javelin. in the final 

eliminating test. He was the winner of 
the closed car category 


EGINNING in severe wintry conditions, 
the second R.A.C, International Rally 
of Great Britain, sponsored by the Daily 
Telegraph, ended at Scarborough last 
Saturday ‘in more seasonable weather, 
and, indeed, once the first 24 hours were 
behind them, competitors were fortunate 
in encountering fairly mild weather with 
only a little The 1,800 mile road 
section took them touring through some 
of the grandest scenery in the country 
and combined with the special tests en 
route to constitute a diverse challenge to 
Of the 242 starters, 199 
course and, with only a 
parating the class leaders 
when they reached Scarborough, it was 
apparent that the final eliminating test 
‘on Saturday over the motor-cycle racing 
circuit at Oliver's Mount would settle 
the results, 
Godfrey Imhof, handling the Cadillac 
engined Allard with precision and all his 
usual, verve, jumped from fifth place to 


win the Open Car class with 183.8 marks. Goodall and Dr. W. D. Steel—and this two failing to turn up at Silverstone at 
Marcel Becquart, also lying fifth in his against the tough opposition of 24 other _ all, and two being excluded for arriving 
category, took his Jowett Javelin through _one-make teams. over an hour behind schedule, Three 
this speed-regularity test to such purpose The organization, while doubtless per- incurred penalties for coming’ in too 
that he won the class for Closed Cars up _fect on paper, was merely good in parts, early. The Scarborough party of 136 
to 2,500 cc. with 222.6 marks, while lacked cohesion and at times fell con- cars found things rather better and all 
P. W. S. White and his Ford Pilot siderably below club standards. The reached the circuit on time. 
headed the Closed Cars over 24 lit mosphere, the excitement and _ the Hitch No. 1 awaited the crews as they 
with 240.4. The Ladies’ Award for Open tension of ‘the big international rallies clocked in from 12.30 onwards. Five and 
Cars went to Miss Mary Newton were somehow missing, and the more a half hours previously, a good deal of 
(XK_ 120) and for Closed Cars up to experienced competitors, while agreeing» slush had been lying on the track and a 
2,500 c.c. to Miss C. Sadler (Rover 75), that this year’s was on the whole an decision had been taken to scrap the 
there being insufficient eligible competi- improvement on that of 1951, felt that speed test over 10 laps of the new 1.7 
tors for a Ladies’ Award to be made in the event still has far to go before estab- mile Club Circuit, on the grounds of 
the large Closed Car class. A well- lishing a worthwhile international repu- safety. In the meantime, however, the 
and popular win, for their per- tation. thaw had continued and even the earliest 
formance had been the outstanding With five non-starters at Scarborough arrivals could see no sense in the deci- 
feature of the event, was the gaining of and four at Hastings, the field became sion, which, they felt, had been reached 
the Team Award by the Morgan works’ 242. of whom 106 had chosen Hastings prematurely. Offers in. mid-morniny 


to 
team driven by Peter Morgans W.'A.G. as their starting-point. Sieet was falling Sweep the course clear of what melting 
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slush then remained were declined, but 
even without assistance the track was no 
more than wet by noon, Competitors 
were furious and their annoyance per- 


sisted until the end of the rally. 
Gatsonides summed it up from the 
standpoint the experienced inter- 


national rallyist by saying that even the 
smallest Continental rally would have 
required 200 tons more. snow before 
cancelling a simple. test where the only 
penalty for a mistake was to run out of 
road on the wide open spaces of an 
aerodrome, Most comments were less 
printable, as competitors were held with 
nothing to do for an hour in the biting 
wind which swept across the paddock. 
At least, they thought, the test_might 
have been run at reduced set speeds, 


although those originally laid down 
ranged only between 45 and 55 m.p.h. 
and seemed safely attainable. 


‘Cold, dispirited and wondering how 
much more of the programme would be 
washed out, the crews set off one by one 
for Bridport, There was plenty of snow 
to be seen, and roads near Hungerford 
were blockéd, but alternatives were open 
and the section did not prove over-diffi- 
cult. So on to Castle Combe race circuit, 
where, in the dark and by the lights of 
the car, a test was held, involving 
acceleraiing into a bay to the left of the 
starting line, reversing into another 

longside it and out 10 « flying. finish 
‘This was a fascinating spectacle, and we 
ng. H., Readin 


certainly saw some fun. 
(l-litre _M.G.* saloon) was _incredib! 
fast in reverse; Page-Croft’s 


followed suit but knocked a 


Gatsonides 


Jowett and Ken Bancroft’s 
Morgan—each clocking 21.6 secs., with 
George Rollings’s Healey and J.'V. S. 
Brown's H.R.G. next in 22.8 secs. R. W. 
Horton's Citroén led the smaller closed 
class with 24.2, and the larger closed cars 
(here at a disadvantage) were topped by 
J. Park's Allard with 31 seconds. 
CASTLE COMBE TESTS 
est Performances 


are Ken Bancroft (Moran) 
B. “Book due 


Polity (MQ), 21-2 PH. Monran 
ia 


Clase 2. Clowed Cars (Under 2,500 c.)s RW 
ou Auta) 28.0 


‘Cooper 


Clase 3. Closed Cars (Over 2,500 cc: J 
lian), 35M, RUG. Mose (Austin), 
UMD Gee Euroem, 32-4: He Goodman (Alara), 
Sho: TG. Shanely (Austig). 35.6) KW. Woot 
any CAusting, S38 fee C.'Syme (Aust), 385 
hey Wane tor, 35-2 


A high wind was blowing and the 


temperature was about freezing point as 
competitors set off for Llandulas via 


BLACKPOOL: A general view of the 
test at the famous Lancashire resort. 
showing G. F. Hayward (Riley) in action. 


¥ OF GREAT BRITAIN 


yelin)—White (Ford Pilot) Win Their Classes: Morgans Again 
ton (XK 120) and Miss Sadler (Rover 75) Win Ladies” Prizes 


Gwar Gate and Abergwili, and. there 
were ice patches on the roads in places. 
At Gwar the proprietor of the Glannani 
Café, which was the control of passage, 
earned the blessings of one and all 
serving a phenomenal number of hot 
meals with great dispatch, At Llandulas 
a speed test was to be run over the 2 
mile ‘military road on Mount Eppyni, 
and here considerable delay was caused 
by the failure of the radio telephone 
which the Army was operating between 
the start and the finish. No alternative 
had been laid on, and a queve some 
hundreds of yards in length quickly 
formed. The early cars were held up for 
three-quarters of an hour, but this time- 
lag built up, as the apparatus continued 
to give trouble intermittently, to some- 
thing nearer two and a half hours for 
the later numbers. 

‘The course consisted of a narrow road 
beginning with a steep downhill sect 
a couple of hairpin bends, a double hai 
pin over a narrow stone bridge, some 
steep gradients and a downhill finish, the 
surface being dry, but rather loose. "The 
first bend allowed a margin of error of 
about two fect. speeds were high, the 
comers tricky. The sun was rising as the 
first car weni off just before 7 a.m., 
the drill being to cover the distance as 
quickly as possible to avoid penalties 
calculated by reference to each class 
average. Passengers were carried, there 
were ‘no practice runs, and much hair 
stood on end, Indeed, many of the most 
hardened competitors described the test 
as highly dangerous and it was perhaps 
fortunate that no one came to grief. 
Several had_ their moments, however, 
Miss Lorna Snow's XK 120 contributin 
a truly spectacular one when it got out 
of control on a corner and all but went 
off into space. Cars were being started at 
fairly short intervals, and Leslie Johnson, 
following her in his Jaguar, was baulked 
and had to return for a ‘re-run. This 
proved to be terrific—2 mins. 30.4 secs. 
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Jan Appleyard, who had been disappoint 
ing at Castle Combe, got cracking to 
return 2 mins. 31.2 secs., and with Christie 
and Broadhead three seconds behind, it 
was XKs all the way, although Goff 
Imhof had been impressively fast 
the Allard. Perhaps the most overwhelm- 
ing performance. was that of Nancy 
Mitchell, who took her Hurg through in 
2 mins. "45.2 secs., fastest of the under 
1,500 c.c. cars. O'Hara Moore's Frazer- 
Nash, not sounding too happy, showed 
that nothing much was wrong by return: 
ing 2 mins. 38 secs., w ollings's 
Healey got 2 mins. 40.6 secs., and Peter 
Reece's Morgan was just three seconds 
slower. He and Jack had listened to the 
exhaust note of the Frazer-Nash and 
formed a mental picture of the road 
from the varying sounds of acceleration 
and over-run—pretty bright after a slee 
icss ‘night. Marcel Beequart’s Javelin 
recorded 2 mins. 53.6 secs., but Class 2 
was led by J. S. Kinsley’s Lea-Francis 
with 2 mins. 33.8 secs., the heavy saloons 
headed by Thomas's Bentley and White's 
Pilot tying with 2 mins. 59.6 secs. 


EPFYNT TEST 
Best Performances 
(Under 1,800 ce Nancy Mitchell 


(Healey), 3m. 40.00 Peter Recée (Morse), 
WW.” Dy Steel (Morsan), 2m. aces 


Clase 36 FM. Thomas (Bentley), 2m. 59.68, 
efor Wie (Pond), 2m. 59.60 


Now behind the original time schedule, 
{he entry moved on through Llandrindod 
Wells, where some found the opportunity 
to snatch a quick meal, to Bwylch-y- 
Groes, which had to be taken non-stop. 
Only a few failed to do this, of whom, 
surprisingly, George Hartwell (Sunbeam 
Talbot) was reported to be one, Corbett’s 
Healey was stopped by a broken petrol 
Pump. The German driver, Merck, and 
lis Porsche retired shortly before the 
hill. Despite the delay at Eppynt, almost 
all the entry was through this control by 
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continued 


miles to complete before 
Blackpool. At Bala, Rollings, 
having climbed Bwylch-y-Groes without 
a clutch, carried out a lightning repair, 
changing the thrust race, and continued 
without loss of marks. On arrival there, 
crews were turned out of each car and 
the driver brought to the starting line of 
the “Scissors” test on the middle prom- 
enade, The wind tinued — cold, 
arrivals were irregular, but a consider- 
able crowd watched until after dark from 
the natural grandstands of the various 
terraces above. The test required a dead 
a straight run of 75 yards, 
everse through two. pylons 
part (increased to 21 feet for 
the larger saloon class) and a further 75 
yards forwards to a flying finish, ail 
against the stop-watch. The experts were 
expert, but the general standard was 
below ‘that of an international event, and 
some stalled their engines, argued ‘with 
the marshals, asked for second runs and 
generally lent force to the suggestion 
that some sort of preliminary weeding 
out for these events may be desirable 
Imbof's Allard and the XK 120s of J 
Neilson and the purposeful Ian Apple 
yard topped the list with 19 seconds. 
Don Bennett's XK took 19.2 and others 
like it filled ali but two of the first 14 
the interlopers being Goodall’s 
staggering 19.6 and 
car with 
Bristol (21 secs.) I ind’s Citroen 
by .4 secs... with C ‘ord) a fifth 
behind, in the small saloo 
the r closed class was headed by 
J.C. Keay’ jar (22.4) and White's 
Pilot with 23 secs, 


BLACKPOOL TESTS 
est Performances 

Chase 1s Godley Imbot (Allard), 19 rece: 1 
Netiuon (Ausra), 19: ‘lan “Appleyard, Gaxust, 1 
D'C.'T. Bennett Gaguar), 19.3: W. A. G. Goid: 
(ioreani, 19.6: Leslte Johoson Uagwar),” 19:8 

Heath Uaguar), 20, Mist M. Newton aguar), 
Hi Crowley Uses), 90; 3. C. Broadhead Gsauan) 


® 
iu C Keay Gamat), 32.4. Percy 
(Fora Ping, 25; H. Goodman (Allard), 3 


Further retirements had reduced the 
Id to 225 and, after a good night's 
sleep, this number set off on Wednesday 
morning from 7 a.m. for the L 
trict. Here, at Ulpha, came the first of 
three non-siop sections, Corbett’s Healey 
stuck and retired, the only other victim 
be arrad’s Sunbeam-Talbot. 
ized no less 
‘Some were’ a bit light-footed 
for so step a take-off, but others built 
up the revs., and still failed to get away 
Clutches and. gear-boxes. were taking 
some punishment, and two. more 
retired. Leslie Johnson's stuck 
gear and not only did he complete the 
test in first, but also drove on to Alstor 
arriving only just’ in time to escape 


BLACKPOOL: (Top) Lorna Snow 

Uaguar) knocks a pylon for six. (Centre) 

Leslie Johnson (Jaguar) reverses smartly 

to record 19.28 secs. (Bottom) W. Buscl 

mann's trim Porsche did 22.2 secs.— 
fourth best in his class. 
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penalty with a red-hot box. Later he got 
second into commission and reached 
Edinburgh on these two gears alone, 
where matters were put right. The best 
time on this section was that of Peter 
Reece's Morgan in 15.1 secs., with Imhof 
a mere tenth behind, Appleyard on 15.4 
and Bancroft’s Morgan (the leader at 
Blackpool) with 15.6 secs. The Kirkstone 
Pass section was easier_and only one 
competitor lost marks. The organization 
between Blackpool and Kirkstone earned 
high praise. 

A control at Alston was the only inter- 
mediate stop before Edinburgh, where 
the Rugby Football Ground at Murray 
field was the control and the overnight 
pare fermé. At this stage the position 

217 cars were still run- 

Toft led by 1.8 marks 

ard in Class I; R. S 

Class 2 with 49 marks 

against Peter Bolton (M.G.) with 49.4; 

and Park’s Allard had a score of 55.6 to 

head Class 3 in front of H. Goodman's 

Allard with 55.8. Altogether 75 com- 

Petitors had so far incurred less than 60 

nalty marks. The Morgan team had 

taken the lead for that award. Miss 

Newton (160) led Mrs. Nancy Mitchell 
(208) in the Ladies’ Class 1, and Mrs. S. 

Fleetwood (Ford) with 140'was in front 
of Miss Sadler (188) in Class 2. But ther 

was still a long way to go and a lot to 

do, and much might happen before the 

final reckoning. 

On Thursday morning another 7 a.n 
departure sent the procession off to the 
famous Rest-and-be-Thankful, where a 
speed hill-climb was the next test. Again 

ined in the car and there 
e runs—something of 
wution which had 
fverstone test. A light 
rain was falling from midday onwards 
and the course was slippery. An carly 

sualty was Sir Edward Verner’s H.R.G., 
handled by his co-driver, which went ini 
the bridge bend too fasi, with the result 
that the car clouted the’ sides twice 90 

enalty marks for damaged wings, whee 
End -axle—but managed to carry on and 
finished. There was plenty of excitement 
but no other damage, and the XK 120s 
had it mostly their own way. The best 
times were: lan Appleyard 71.6. secs. 
Leslie Johnson 72.6; Broadhead 74 secs.. 
Christie 74,2, secs.—all with XKs: 
lowed by Imhof with a brilliant run in 
74.6. Fifteen Jaguars climbed in 80 secs. 
or less, but the most striking perform: 
ance of all was that of Nancy Mitchell 
and the H.R.G., with the incredible time 
of 80.4 secs—well up with the XKs 
Marcel Becquart moved up to sixth place 
in’ Class 2 by returning 84,8 secs 
although best time in this class was 
Keith Elliott's Bristol in 82.6. Tommy 
Wisdom’s Jaguar, with 85.2, did best of 
the saloons over 24 litres. Ken Bancroft 
was now leading the open class by 1.8 
marks from Appleyard, and only 2.8 
marks separated the first six. Prout was 
at the head of Class 2, with Peter Bolton 
only 4 behind him, ‘and Park's Allard 
was leading Class 3. 

(Continued overle 


SCARBOROUGH: (Top) “Pathfinder 
Bennett Waguar) fails to do that very 
thing on Olivers Mount circuit. (Centre) 
Dr's. T. Spare's. Vanguard was an 
‘award’ winner. (Bottom) Peter Bolton 
(MG. ‘taking the hairpin during’ the 
‘eliminating tests. 
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The route then lay north to Onich, 
back to Pitlochry, through Kenmore ai 
the end of Loch Tay and, in the dark, 
over the Pass of Amulrce. Here a run” 
ning battle had been fought for some 
days between the Royal Scottish Auto- 
mobile Club officials and the local in- 
habitants, the latter throwing boulders 
‘onto the’ already rough surface just a 
little faster than they could be removed. 
Damage was widespread. Mike Lawson 
had his petrol tank holed, numerous 
silencers were wiped off or disarranged, 
and many complaints were heard that 
the hill was too rough for ordinary cars. 
Moreover, as one or two competitors 
pointed out, the hill was unobserved and 
therefore might well have been omitted. 
But then you cannot please all of the 
people all of the time. Better, if dusty, 
foads led through Hyndford Bridge to 
Heads of Ayr, where a compulsory rest 
of two and a half hours was im, 
‘Then, early on Friday morning, off the} 
went southwards towards Carlisle, Broad- 
oak and so back to Ulpha. 


REST-AND-BE-THANKFUL TEST 


REST-AND-BI 
H.RG. on the 


famous Scottish hill 
the 1,500 c.c. section 


(Morgan), 77.4: H.C. O'Mara Moore 0 
Sas J. Kingston-Whintaker, (Healey), 
Rouings (Healey). 786. (Over 3.000 
Applesand neuat), 71.8: Lewtie John Oa 
226 1. C. Browihead Gasuar), 74. 'T, 
Ghrieie Gsiua. 342 


(.8013,500 cede Keith Ellon 


iP Hayward tile), 86-4, 
Blumer (Sutobeans-Talbot). 8 
Chae 3% Tommy Wisdom asuar), 85.2: H.C. 


Hobeon (Aumtiny, BOR TA Ste 
PM Thomas Bercy), a0. 


The three sections—Ulpha, Hardknott 
and Kirkstone—which had turned into 
Stop-and-restart test. on Wednesday. in 
fact constituted a regularity test. The 
three short stretches of mountain road, 
unequal in length but chosen because 
they could be covered in equal. times 
had to be taken as fast as possible, one 
by one, from a ‘standing. start, with "a 
scoring formula. which puta. premium 
‘on consistent times. In practice on Wed- 
nesday, Imhof had landed on 14 seconds 
as an attainable standard time. Today 
ihe found that he was about to complete 
section 1 in 12 secs. and had to brake: 
bur later was obliged to slow on both 
the others also. All the same, he was 
third in this test, with 17 marks lost 


THANKFUL: Nancy Mitchell and Doreen Rei 


AUuTosporT, APRIL 
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ce in their 
Nancy recorded 804 secs.—best in 


of the open class 


Best was Tan Appleyard with 16.6, and 
Peter Morgan only a fifth of a. ‘mark 
away. Ken Bancroft, whose Morgan 
had been having engine trouble since 
Thursday morning with a head gasket 
beginning to go and the car boiling, lost 
18 marks, but still led the open class, 
although tan was now only two-fifths of 
& mark behind him. Warren's Riley was 
leading Class 2 with 71.2 marks, and 
Park's Allard held Class 3 on 78.2, 
Kendal was the next control with 117 
miles to go to the finish at Scarborough, 
and on this last stretch of road R.A.C 
officials operated a secret check over 105 
miles to ascertain whether any driver 
exceeded an average speed of 40 mph. 
and so earned exclusion under Regula 
tion No. 6. However, as this was a fast 
road, many competitors followed the 
example of Leonard Potter and stopped 
en route for a drink and a meal, and 
only two drivers ran into trouble—Mrs. 
Fleetwood, whose Ford Zephyr had been 
leading for the Ladies’ Award in Class 
and C. M. B. Kite, with a Leaf, Their 
exclusion was announced that evening. 
‘One competitor at least reckons that his 
salvation lay in passing the check points 
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too briskly for his numbers to be legible. 
About the same time, a list of eighteen 
drivers who had infringed the Highway 
Code during the Rally—or had been seen 
to do so—was issued. Offences included 
exceeding 30 m.p.h. in a built-up area, 
failing to stop at a Halt sign, comering 
across the white line on bends. These 
offences carried a 30-mark penalty, and 
two instances carried the risk of exclu 
sion; the latter fate duly overtook J. D. 
Leavesley, whose Hillman had seemingly 
led him astray. 

‘The final control at Scarborough, in 
Northway, was decked out with banners 
and a mammoth score-board, while a 
band provided appropriate sounds in the 
background. The Grand Hotel (which 
lived well up to its name) was Rally 
headquarters and, after the cars had been 
left in the pare fermé for the night, most 
competitors. made their way there, to 
Mudy the announcement boards and in. 
‘spect the vast array of Rally photographs 
Gn show. One hundred and ninety-nine 
cars finished, after allowing for the four 
exclusions; in Class 1, 74 finished out of 
88: in Class 2, 104 ‘Gut of 125: and in 
Class 3, 21 out of 29. 

In duc course a list was posted of the 
36 leading drivers chosen to fight it out 
in the speed-regularity test on Oliver's 
Mount the following morning. Two addi- 
tional names were noted as due to run 
subject to the Stewards’ decision on pro- 
fests: one was Peter and Jack Reece, 
whose run on Rest-and-be-Thankful had 
been entered in the results sheet as 1 min. 
47 secs,, whereas their own timing and 
that of ‘other reliable bystanders placed 
them well under 1 min. 20 secs. This 
wery was eventually settled in their 
favour. The other concerned F. G. G. 
Arbuckle (Ford) and the starting pro- 
cedure at Ulpha; he was eventually 

mitted to take part in the test. 

ter two more were lodged—one 
from J. R. Risk claiming that his Ford 
had been baulked in the Lake District, but 
this was disallowed under the rule which 
dealt with force majeur. ‘The other was 
by Leslie Johnson, who was penalised 40 
marks by the scrutineer at the finish for 
having no wheel-spats. Johnson main- 
tained that he had never had any, and 
that some XKs were indeed made with- 
‘out them: but his car appeared to have 
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favoured the larger and faster cars. In 
Class 2, there were 7.4 marks between 
the first and fourteenth, with A. P. 
Warren (Riley) 71.2, Bolion and Spare 
72.8, Lane (Riley) "73.4, followed by 

squart with 74.6. Category 3 was led 
by Park's Allard 78.2, White 79.6 and 
T. G. Shaneley’s Austin with 81.6, 

The portion of the circuit to be used 
was divided into two sections, the first 
level for a few hundred yards to Mere 
Hairpin, a severe and steep left-hander; 
then a steep climb of about 1 in 6 to 
right-angled turns, first right, then left, 
Section B, much the faster of the two, 
began 600 yards further on, swept round 


SILVERSTONE: (Left) 
beam-Talbot) being ch 
SMILE PLEASE: Bertie Bradnack grins 
5 eight” ratio crack from 
‘Others in the group are 
, Jim Goodall, ‘Dr. Steel 
and Peter Morgan, who all drove Plus 
Four Morgans, the three last-named 
taking’ the team award. 


provision for attaching these embellish 
ments and, after appropriate consulta- 
tion, the Stewards announced regretfully 
their inability to uphold the protest. It 
is unfortunate that this question was not 
ventilated during his initial scrutineering 
at Hastings. 

Saturday dawned cold but fairly bright, 
though it later clouded over. Two addi- 
tional cars had been told to parade with 
the rest_at the official park between 9 
and 9.15 a.m.. prior to proceeding in 
convoy to the Oliver's Mount circuit, on 
the southern outskirts of the town, where 
the test was due to begin about 10 a.m. 
There were thus 40 cars taking part in 
this final sort-out. “In. Class. 1, Ken 
Bancroft led with 60 marks, followed by 
Appleyard 604, Peter Morgan 618, 
Goodall 62.0, Imhof 634, Brown and 
Broadhead with 63.8—seventeen in all 
and only 6.6 marks between the lot. 
‘Appleyard was favourite, chiefly because 
the formula on which the marking de- 
pended (in effect, three times the slower 
time, minus the * faster) obviously 


in a left-hand curve past the war 
memorial, descended to Mount hairpin 
and ended shortly after this on a brief 
straight, steeply downhill. In parts the 
surface was rather rough and loose. At 
10.25 the small group of spectators 
brightened visibly, as the cars began to 
come round in a long crocodile, not very 
quickly and nose to tail. There followed 
a second such tour and at 10.40 the Clerk 
of’ the Course drove round. At 10.45 
they began to come singly, Bancroft with 
wheelspin on Mere, Appleyard impec- 
cable, Amhof arriving at an immense 
rate of knots, and the fastest through 
this corner. Mary Newton, whose hand- 
ling of her XK_ had clicited much 
admiration, was very quick and got away 
from the hairpin faster than most. E. V. 
Lewis's M.G. broadsided through with- 
out incident, and most of the runners 
were lifting one. and often two, nearside 
healed nction spioning them 
until they gripped again with a squeal 
while the tyres on the offside seemed 
about to come right off. Just before 
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noon it was learned (for there was no 
Public Address system) that all runs to 
date were practice, the drivers having 
found-a tour in convoy gave them no 
chance of learning the masked corners 
or of taking practice times, They had 
therefore drawn attention to the regula 
tion promising each a non-stop practice 
run and (presumably because the system 
of communications and flag marshalling 
Was not equal to. it) competitors were 
hot sent off at half-minute or minute 
intervals, but had to wait until the car 
in front was over the finish. 

It became clear that we were in for a 
Jong session. At noon Bancroft made the 
first official run, and the rest followed at 
lengthy and. irregular intervals, though 
whether this was due to a lack’ of Start 
‘Area marshals is not known, Certainly 
there, was a striking absence of Course 
marshals, and something of a Continental 
atmosphere, though chillier, was created 
by the spectators, small boys and dogs 
which crossed the course at will, climb- 
ing the fences and walking along the 
grass verges within fect, of the racers 
Gne onlooker, well versed in the running 
of Club events, was heard to say that it 
was a good thing that there wasn't any 
RAG, Observer on the event, or the 
organizers would have had trouble get- 
ting another, permit. 

‘Appleyard, fast through the hairpin, 
changed down smartly and was away. 
Peter Morgan braked heavily on the way 
in and had violent wheelspin on the way 
out. Imhof made the truly perfect run, 
negotiating Mere without any fuss on a 
wide and-patently rapid line, validating 
the belief that most. were ‘taking the 
corner too close in. “Pathfinder” Bennett 
arrived immensely fast, braked as hard 
as he could, but continued, on full left 
jock, straight into the bales, though he 
luckily picked the one next to that con- 
taining the “effects” recording micro- 
phone. He reversed out and tore up the 
fill, but critical time had been lost. Four 
runs later, Ray in the Morgan, the 
anchors full on, had another go at the 
mike, stopping 18 inches short of it: 
those records should be worth hearing. 


One or two drivers fluffed their gear 
changes. Lane was quick with the Riley 
but took grass on the inside of the hair- 

in. Leslie Johnson was steady and fast, 
ut this proved to be a practice run, for 
he appeared again, just as steady ‘and 
faster still, in what’ was later announced 
to be the quickest run of the day. Alas, 
his protest was rejected and it was to no 
's possible third place became 
16th.’ Broadhead’s XK, driven by co- 
driver Sid Henderson, was exceptionally 
rapid, as was Peter Reece's much smaller 
car. 

Marcel Beoquart was terrific. He had 
worked up from eleventh place at Black- 
pool to fifth in his class, and he was out 
to show what France could do. His own 
timing of Section A was 73° secs. and 
he told me that he reached the last hair- 
pin of Section B in 45: was about to 
Siow when he thought he should show 
the crowd what Marcel Becquart of 
France could do: did so, and had to 
stand on everything to avoid crossing the 
finish well ahead of time. As it was, he 
judged it quite well, being only 1.2 secs 
faster on B than on A—enough ‘to lift 
him to the top of Class 2, and to show 
that nothing is lost until ii is won, 

It was now getting well into the after- 
noon and rain began to fall. The big 
saloons, the crews of which had been 
hanging about for close on six hours 
without any canteen facilities whateve 
something of an ordeal as a preliminary 
to a final eliminating test—now had the 
Wet track added to their other problems. 
Times were therefore somewhat behind 
the others, the best being Keay’s Jaguar 
with 76.8 and 76.4 secs. 

By about 4.30 it was all over, and 
crowds began to hang around the notice- 
boards in the Grand. And the results 
were duly posted there. Winner of the 
Open Car class was Geoff Imhof (Caddy 
Allard) with 183.8 marks. Broadhead's 
XK 120 second with 185.0, Appleyard 
third with 1866, Christie fourth with 
190.8; and then ‘the two Peters, Reece 
and Morgan, their Morgan Plus Fours 
easily the best of the smaller cars, coming 
respectively fifth and sixth with 198.2 and 
199.4. Class 2 went to Marcel Becquart 
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BLACKPOOL: Dutch driver, Maurice 
Gatsonides, reverses his Ford Consul 
during the promenade tests. 


with 222.6, Lane being second with 227.0, 
Warren's Riley third with 230.4. White’s 
Ford Pilot took Class 3 with 240.4 from 
Park's Allard with 243.0, Smith's Mk. V 
Jaguar being third with 243.8. Morgans 
(Morgan, Goodall and Steel) won the 
team award, whilst the ladies’ prize (open 
cars) went to Mary Newton (Jaguar), 


ELIMINATING TESTS: 
OLIVER'S MOUNT CIRCUIT, SCARBOROUGH 


Bs 
Booth (apiece), T6ua. E: 
O86). iets ae 


(Gn 2 Maret Recover Gavin, 144.9: RB 

. “Ane Warren (Biles), 159° 
1"P. Pacha (Brisiony 157.4. 1°. Smith Cord). 
ead, RS. row Cawminy, 1624 PE" Wilkos 


The evening saw two immense ban- 
quets in progress, Scarborough Corpora- 
tion having invited competitors, officials 
and the Press to dine in either the Grand 


or the Royal Hotel. §| 
and to the point, the 
the Royal) being particularly witt 
though rivalled by C.A.B.A.M, Sch 
of Mocrgestel in Holland, whose care- 
fully read speech (written, I should guess, 
by “Gatso) ‘brought the house down 
So to the ballroom in the Grand, where, 
after a talk by Mr. Wilfred Andrews of 
the R.A.C. and a few well-chosen words 
from Lord Howe, the prizes were pre- 
sented by the Mayoress of Scarborough, 
Mrs. J. W. Hardcastle. The party mood 
prevailed and Scarborough’s almost Con- 
tinental hospitality continued late into 
the night 


shes were short 
eputy Mayor (at 


Rally Notebook 
‘Wie a few competitors found the 24 
m.phh, average as much as they could 
manage, the majority thought it 109 low, 
an much rather pointless milea 
had been’ included. “Ken Bancroft 
blamed his success on the road section 
on_his navigator, John Lilley, who in 
turn said that Ken had treated the whole 
thing like a Sunday afternoon run 
around. . . . Even the toughest competi- 
tors were shaken to observe the German, 
Leiner (Mercedes), shaving and washing 
in a mountain stream in Wales in the 
carly hours of the morning, while every- 
One else was chittering with cold... . 
“Gatso” thought our approach to’ the 
running of a Rally too timid, and 
suggested that it will take 20 years to 
develop a British rally comparable with 
the classics—and added “if then”; he 
agreed with haying a speed limit,’ but 
would have set it much higher and sym- 
pathized with the “poor English lady” 
excluded for averaging 40." Here he 
always drives a British car—will drive an 
XK in the’ “Alpine"—and’ thinks the 
British sportsman the finest’ in the 
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world, because he plays for the fun of 
the game. He recalled his, introduction 
to Autosport at last year’s T.T. when 
he was driving a DB... Miss Walker 
had to brake violently in her Sunbeam- 
Tabot three times during the Eppynt 
speed test to avoid hitting sheep. 
Becquart’s co-driver was Roy Luna of 
the Jowett works staff. Marcel's Farina 
bodied Jupiter (fifth in this year’s Monte 
Carlo) was rejected as non-standard, con- 
trary to European practice, where ‘regu- 
lations requiring standard cars are taken 
to apply to chassis and engine only. He 
collected the Javelin on. the Sunday 
afternoon before Monday's start. The 
story of the Rally was when Jackie Reece 
congratulated Marcel in the good agri- 
cultural simile on going round Oliver's 
Mount like manure off a shovel; Marcel, 
jomatic, 
“Please, 


police conducted cars through Stirling, 
and generally earned the very highest 
aise from all competitors for their 
elpful attitude throughout... Also well 
spoken of were the R.S.A.C. officials, 
while all the petrol companies went out 
of their way to assist, with “Grand Prix 
stop” style of refuelling... .. Hard- 
Rnott beat’ so. many cars on the restart 
lest that at least two manufacturers are 
likely to open a branch up there for 
testing. . ... The track at Castle Combe 
was so dry that it was suggested that the 
Silverstone test might have been trans- 
ferred there—the darkness compensating 
for everyone's disappointment earlier in 
the day. Mr. Wilfred Andrews told 
us that 78 motor clubs and 1,400 officials 
had helped in the running of the event. 
~. Even experienced drivers such as 
Leslie Johnson were somewhat shaken 
by the hazards of the Eppynt test 
Pity Oliver's Mount circuit is too narrow 
for car racing: it would be just the job 
for Formula 3. ... The second Morgan 
team (Dickson, the Reeces and Done) 
were the focus of admiration as. they 
drove up to a road junction—probably 
mistaken for the leading team—but the 
natives were mildly astonished to see all 


three take different routes: “navigators 
beginning to oil up, no doubt. . - Reuben 
Harveyson made a genial and helpful 
Press Officer: results and news bulletins 
which I brought away weighed over a 
pound and a quarter... .. Among con- 
structive suggestions were that next year's 
event be handed over to the M.CC. or 
the Bentley Drivers’ Club to organize. 

It was good to see W. A. McKenzie of 
the Daily Telegraph among the leaders 
of his class; he handled the large Humber 
with gusto on the final test... M. J. W. 
Ward put up exactly equal times in cach 
of the three sections of the Lakeland test. 
with 19.8 secs... . Co-driving with Goff 
Imhof was his sister, Mrs. Freyling, who 
often drove with him before the war. . 
The organisation on Rest-and-be 
Thankful was very outstanding. 
Grouping all the open cars in one class 
was not at all popular and should be 
reconsidered next time. 
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RESULTS 

“Daily Telegraph” Award and £100 
(Best Performance, Open Car Class): 
Godfrey “Imhof (Allard-Cadillac), 183.8 
marks, 


“Daily Telegraph” Award and £100 
(Best Performance, Closed Car Class): 
Marcel Becquart Gowett Javelin), 222.6 
Class 1 (Open Cars): 2, J. C. Broad- 
head Gaguar), 185.0; 3, Tan Appleyard 
4, T.'B. D. Christie 
Gaguar). 190.8; 5, Peter Reece (Morgan), 
198.2; 6, Peter Morgan (Morgan), 199.4; 
7, G. S! Rollings (Healey), 200.4. 


Class 2 (Closed Cars, up to 2,500 sc.) 
1, R. P. Lane (Riley), 227.0; 2, A. P. 
Warren (Riley), 230.4; 3, L. F, Parham 
(Bristol), 236.0; 4, J. R. Smith (Ford 
Consul), 239.4; 5,'R.°S. Prout (Austin), 
241.0; 6, Dr.'J,’T. Spare (Vanguard), 
2422, 

Class 3 (Closed Cars, over 2,500 ¢.<.): 
1, Percy White (Ford’ Pilot), 240.4; 2, 
J. Park (Allard), 243.0; 3, J. C._ Smith 
(aguar Mk. V), "243.8; 4,’J. (A. ‘Stewart 
(Bentley), 245.8; $, J. C. Keay Gaguar), 


248.8; 6, T. G. Shanely (Austin), 2 
Tadley Awards (Open Cars): Miss M. 
Newton (Jaguar), Closed Cars: Miss C 


Sadler (Rover "75"). 
Team Award: SMM. and T; Trophy: 


Morgans (Peter Morgan, W. 
Goodall and Dr. W. D. Sicel), 


N.E. RILEY YORKSHIRE TRIAL 
Riley Motor Club (North-Eastern 

Centre) will hold a Reliability Trial 
on Iith May, starting at Ikley. The 
route will not include any car-breaking 
features 

Full details can be obtained from the 
Honorary Secretary, J. A. Asquith, Esq., 
of S New York Road, Leeds, 2. 


EDINBURGH: (Left) V. E. Bridgen 

(Armstrong Siddeley) checks in at the 

Scottish capital. (Below) A. P. Warren 

(Riley) and Peter Scott-Russell (Austin) 
‘at the control. 


THE RALLY 
‘ost of the competitors found the 
day's rallying from Black to 


Edinburgh just like going on a shoppin 
expedition with Grandmother. The bulk 
of them were completely carefree and 
came streaming into the control with 
monotonous regularity. 

J. H, Readings (M.G,), who had been 

going nicely, was unfortunate enough to 
encounter clutch trouble, and a failure 
to get away from the start line at Hard 
Knott Pass cost him valuable marks. 
Godfrey Imhof (Allard) reported a good 
day's sport and thought he was holding 
his position, 
T, J. Sawell (Jowett), motoring very 
cotily, finished up by going to sleep and 
was awakened rather rudely by finding 
himself in the ditch with an odd dent 
two. Mrs. Lorna Snow, in her white 
Jaguar, was the cynosure for male eyes. 
Some of those eyes belonged to gentle- 
men of the Law who wondered what she 
was doing with an alarm bell as part of 
her pedestrian warning equipment. 

First excitement came from Leslie 

Johnson (Jaguar) who came screaming 
into the control just on time. Apparently 
the day's tesis had made the car's gear- 
box turn stubborn and awkward to the 
extent of a large portion of the route 
having to be covered in bottom gear and 
resulting in a rapid bit of major 
repairing. 
T. ‘Jamieson (Riley) reported on 
time with his offside front wheel feather- 
ing in an. eye-catching manner, and 
Bertie Bradnack (Jaguar) was among 
those who compiained of clutch trouble 
after the stop and start test on the steep 
Lake District hills. Jack _ Wilson 
(Austin), after having an oil pipe drop 
off, had’ been forced to renew his sump 
and was obviously going to have to do 
something about his big ends before the 
next day's motoring, but, as usual, was 
completely unworried and thought he 
was still managing to keep his position 
on the results sheet. 

Peter. Goodall “officiating instead of 
competing—was very much impressed 
"Holden's Dellow. so. very” similar 10 
Peter's own, which was performing nobly 
in the tests and hadn't lost a mark on 
the road sections. Ian Appleyard 
Gaguar) had no complaints to. make, 
having thoroughly enjoyed the day's 
motoring. 

‘Thursday was grey and threatening but 
there were odd patches of blue sky. and 
the crews left Edinburgh in good heart 
with only D. R.. Barlow _(Wo'scley), 
R. W. Horton (Citroéa), S. Pentland 


Tan Stewart 
aguar), who was 
runner-up to Bill 
Dobson (Ferrari) 
the Formule 
ibre event at 
Charterhall. 


(Citroén) and H. K. Hilton (Humber) 
deciding to give up the ghost. 

Cautious climbs were the order of the 
day at. Restand-be-Thankful, 
majority of the drivers, unfanil 
the “Rest”, were taking no chances on 
Tain-soaked ‘road surfaces, ‘The first 
Slimb of note came from imhot in the 
Allard “and with the car_ snaking. and 
skidding a little at Stone Bridge he gave 
nicely ‘controlled demonstration ‘that 
worked out at 74.6 secs. and was among 
the day's best. 

V. E. Bridgen, letting Dudley Noble 
enjoy the Highland scenery. of the 
Scottish Lowlands, nailed the Arm- 
strong Siddeley up in TS48 soca, while 
the crew lolled, elegant and unconcerned. 
W.-M. B. Smiths Riley flattered to 
deceive. After a storming approach he 
tailed off to produce a. very average 
94.6 secs, 

F.E. Still, overdriving his Jowett, was 
late in’ changing gear in the hairpin and 
lost time in the home stretch. Rounding 
the hairpin J. A. Harris (Austin) rent 
the moist air with noisy screeches of his 
front tyre rubbing the wing. and. then 
Leslie Johnson Gaguar) made spectators 
ay Some real attention. The Jag had 
Schnitely recovered from its mileage in 
bottom gear and. went spanking up the 
hill to cross the line in 72.6 secs. 

G. M. Gee (Citron) took a clip at the 
banking, and rounding the hairpin his 
nearside wing grounded and set up a 
shower of sparks. lan Appleyard was 
Off like ‘a streak and appeared only” as 
2 blur on the road till he reached Stone 
Bridge.” From there he tapered off a 
little, but bettered Leslie Johnson's time 
by.a'second to clock B.T-D. at 71.6 secs. 

‘The Newton Sisters (Jaguar) produced 
a polished piece of climbing in 75 secs. 
‘The Morgans of Peter Recce and R. 
Dickson gave capable if not spectacular 
climbs, and Keith Elliot (Bristol) was the 
best of the Scots competitors in a com 
petent climb at 82.6 secs. 

J. H. Ray (Morgan) gauged his change- 
down very neatly to make a lovely job 
of rounding the hairpin, but H. Good- 
man (Allard) sounded as if he was using 
all’ the. gears at once, said noises be= 
ing ominous for his future in the Rally. 
W: G. B. Allen's bent radiator must have 
taughi him caution, as the Standard’s 
climb. was in the “canny” class ‘The 
final ear) was Jack, Hallys Jaguar, but 
Jack had now reached the stage of just 
going around for the experience. A 
Sried-up gearbox caused trouble in that 
Separiment and put him well out of the 
Funning for an Sward. 
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SCOTCH CORNE 
By “AENEAS” 

R.A.C. RALLY IMPRESSIONS—OPENING 

RACE MEETING AT CHARTERHALL 


RACING AT CHARTERHALL 


‘Tue new Charterhall circuit gave the 
Scottish racing season rather a mixed 
send-off on 6th April. No fault of the 
circuit, which gave general satisfaction, 
but because of the fact that the three- 
hour relay race was rather marred as 
a spectacle due to the complicated 
system of credit laps, which had the 
spectating club members rather confused. 
However, the day's sport opened with 
an excellent 20-mile race for the half- 
litre class which Alex | McGlashan 
(Cooper) won. He was only threatened 
go, lap four by Ninian "Sanderson's 
Norton-engined Cooper. In the first lap 
J, McBain (Cooper) ‘and C. Allison 
(Cooper) collided, spun round, but did 
not damage anyone else; they both 
managed to continue. Sanderson's chal- 
lenge was completely eliminated by 
clutch trouble and he had to retire by 
lap six which left Pat Prosser (Cooper) 
and Joe Potts (J. to keep 
plodding along after McGlashan. 
Second event was the three-hour relay 
race for teams of three cars, racing- oF 
sports-type of any description. This 
was Ecurie Ecosse's first appearance as 
a team, but their three Jaguars were 
severely handicapped. Gillie Tyrer was 
ruaning-in’ the engine. of his Brescia 
BMW by fitting it into his BMW coupé, 
but on the 16th lap he had to retire: 
W. S. Ewing, in a. pre-war Sunbeam- 
Talbot, gave a very performance, 
Tripp (Austin) banged 3 
marker drum on lap 43, punctured his 
radiator and had to call ‘it a day. Stout 
team work, by lan | Hopper, ‘Jimmy 
Gibbon and H. Havelock Slack finally 
won the day. 
lap, 20-mile Formule Libre 
the best of the day’s sport. 
Birrell, got away very smartly 
in the ex-David | Murray E.R.A., but 
wasn't long in being pipped by Tan 
Stewart Jaguar), Stewart led for eight 
of the 10 laps but, on the ninth, Bill 
Dobson (Ferrari) rocketed ahead to win 
from ‘the Jaguar driver by some 30 
yards. 


RESULTS 


Race 2 (Three-Hour Hani 


Racing- “and oi, J. F. 
Gibbon (Rover Spl.), Ian Hopper (Hop- 
per Spl), H. H. Slack (Healey), 97 laps 
plus 10 credit laps; 2, G. Tyrer’ (B 

A Wake (Healey), C. Carter (Bristol 
89 laps plus 13 credit 


Race 3, Formule Libre (10 laps):_1, 
W. A. Dobson (Ferrari), 16 mins. 23.6 
secs; 2, Tan. Stewart (Jaguar XK 120}; 
3, A. W. Birrell (ERA). 
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On a soaking wet road, Stirling Moss 
hurls the Jaguar round a sharp bend 
during the Core, de la Baraque timed 


average 60 k.p.h. for 2,200 kilo- 
metres, much of which is on tortuous 
mountain’ roads, puts the Lyons-Char- 
bonniéres Rally into the category of one 
of Europe's most difficult sporting events 
—particularly as the itinerary includes 
several timed tests. Experienced Conti- 
nental rally drivers rate the “Lyons- 
Charbonniéres” very high indeed, putting 
it above the “Alpine” but second to the 
“Litge-Rome-Liége” in the list of really 
exhausting sporting competitions. As 
the possibility of experiencing extremely 
wintry conditions always exists, the rally 
can be, and often is, more difficult than 
the “Monte”. 


FORTY-EIGHT HOURS HARD 


With Stirling Moss (Jaguar Coupe) in One of Europe's 


Most Arduous Events—the 


fh Lyons-Charbonnieres Rally 


by GREGOR GRANT 


However, much dissatisfaction was 
expressed by competitors as to the system 
of marking adopted for 1952. Instead 
of basing awards in the general classi 
fication,” on best performances, | a 
standard times method of marking’ was 
adopted for the speed and hill-climb 
tests according to. classes. In other 
words, marks were based on the average 
times put up in each class, the fastest 
cars receiving bonus points, and the 
slowest having points deducted. 

This did not work too well, and 
resulted in many protests being entered 
At the time of writing no official results 
have “been confirmed, and it” appears 
likely that an Alfa’ Romeo will be 
declared the winner in place of the 
Citron originally announced as having 
gained the premier award. The whole 
trouble lay in the fact that in classes 
where there were many cars of an 
approximately similar performance, the 
differences in marks were alleged to be 
infinitesimal compared to the enormous 
advantage gained by one outstandingly 
rapid machine in a somewhat poorly 
supported class, 


Nevertheless Stirling Moss entered 
his Jaguar XK 120 coupé purely as a 
sporting measure, and for experience in 
fast driving over mountain roads. He 
decided to start from Nice, as this point 
was handier than any other control in 
view of the fact that he had to come 
from Monza where he was testing the 
BRM. I flew from England to join 

We started out from the Hotel Albert. 
Nice, in heavy rain, which persisted well 
after’ we reached the first time check at 
Montpellier. On the long straights the 
jaguar cruised effortlessly at 160 K.ph 
in the safety of its powerful Lucas 
headlamps. Unlike many fixed-head 
coupés of which I have had experience, 
the XK 120 is completely leak-free and 
devoid of wind noise. Apart from the 
well-known, high-pitched whine of 
Dunlop racing tyres, the car's passage 
is almost noiseless, and it is quite an 
experience to be able to listen to the 
radio whilst travelling at 100 mph. I 
found the Jaguar delightful to drive. 
It does everything asked of it without 
the slightest trace of fuss, and has a 


remarkable top-gear performance. Even 
on the twistiest of mountain roads it, is 
seldom necessary 10 drop any lower 
than to third gear 

Leaving Montpellier as dawn was 
breaking. we headed for Millau, St 
Flour, Issoire and Clermont-Ferrand, 
where all the 150 competitors con- 
verged. At the last-named town  re~ 
fuelling was carried out under scrutiny 
to prevent people from filling up wit 
ipctinl fuel Tor the Cote de ik Bareque 
timed hill-climb. Entrants were required 
to arrive at the parc fermé with not 
more than. 10 per cent. of the total carry- 
ing capacity of fuel left in the tank, 
nd were then escorted by officials to 
appointed petrol stations 

TP'we had known what we know now, 
we would have shot off to Baraque for 
a quick looksee at the hill, and possibly 
& spot of unofficial practice. At least 
that is what many of the competitors 
managed to do. Although we arrived 
at Clermont with plenty of time in 
hand, there was quite a welcoming 
party out for Stirling, and both of us 
Were whisked off to lunch by M 
Blanchant, manager of the Charbon- 
nigres Casino, one of the sponsors of 
the rally. Ii is largely due to the 
enthusiasm of M, Blanchant and his 
father that the event has achieved its 
present popularity. After lunch we met 
Steve Watson, who was 


sharing an 
Aston Martin with Belgian racing- 
driver Jacque Swaters, and Harry 


Schell who was conducting an ex-Mille 
Miglia, 2S-litre Alfa Romeo in com- 
pany with owner Spagnol. 

Despite unfamiliarity with the hill 
and a sparking plug with cracked in- 
sulation (we discovered this later), 
Stirling did 2 mins. 51.3 secs., as com- 
pared with the fastest run of 2 mins. 
45.1 secs. by Heurtaux in a very hot 
open XK 120. By this time we had dis- 
covered that our class contained some 
very fast machines, including Des- 
collonge’s open XK 120, Herzet’s 
Ferrarvlike “RK 120. ultraclightwe ight 
coupé, and  Collange’s_ Lago-Talbot 
Record. The crackle from  Descol- 
longes’s car had to be heard to be 
believed. 

Harry Schell did 2 mins. 


S34 secs., 


Bouvarel’s Renault splashes its way 
through flooded roads at the top of the 
Col de la Faucille. 


(Above) The Jaguar streaks towards the 
of the Col de la Faucille speed 
after being delayed by 
Heurtaux’s crash. 
(Right) In the pare fermé at Clermont 
Ferrand, Moss chats with M. Blanchant 
‘of the Charbonniéres Casino, 


continued 


Forty-Eight Hours Hard 
and the best performance amongst the 
small cars. came. from "Africa -End:to- 
nd Butt, who recorded 3 _ mins. 
(4 secs, with his Fiat. Moss's figures 
were third fastest of the day. 

From la Baraque came a quick dash 
to Le Puy roads familiar to 
“Monte”. com; From there we 
headed for in_ darkness over 


the nightmare road via Tence. Not far 
out of Le Puy, Archier’s Jaguar turned 
completely round and dazzled us with 
its headlamps. At Valence the “bobby- 


soxers” were oui in force at the control, 
and there were shouts of “Stirling—Oh, 
Stirling!” whilst” autograph hunters 
tried to push their books into the car. 
A feature of the run to this town was 
a dice with Saisse’s super-lightweight, 
Glitre Delahaye. The driver obviously 
ew every inch of the twisty Tence- 
Valence road, and drove at very high 
speed with the Jaguar a few yards 
behind. It was a comforting thought 
to me, at any rate, that I was in the 
capable hands of one of the greatest of 
all road-racing drivers. Moss's handling 
of the Jaguar was a revelation, and his 
Anticipation at difficult corners almost 

T took over again for the Char- 
bonniéres run and almost immediately 
recvived a lecture from Stirling for 
driving too fast! Near Brignais 1 
was assailed by an irresistible urge for 
sleep. I tried to shake it off, the speed 
of the Jaguar dropped to’ less than 
60 k.ph., and in the end I had to hand 
back” to” Stirling for the final 30-odd 
kilometres 

Everything possible was laid on at 
the Casino, "There "were showers. 
barbers, masseurs, snack bars, full-scale 
dinners’ and rooms made available for 
weary competitors, We decided to 
snatch a couple of hours’ sleep in the 
Cinema, but unfortunately the chap 1 
detailed to awaken me must have for- 
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the fast approach to the town. 1 am 
convinced that had the time control 
been shifted back to Col du Granier 
very few drivers would have been on 
time. 

This fast mountain driving was Moss's 
delight. The Chambery-Annecy section 
was also mountainous and winding, but 
we arrived with more than 10 minutes 
in hand, Most of the other cars in 
our class arrived with less than a 
minute to spare, and two were late. 
The brakes on the Jaguar were 
absolutely first class, but required 
adjusting before going into the control 

which was scarcely surprising in view 
of the corkscrew sections over the Cols 
of Porte, Cucheron, Granier, Plain- 
palais and Leschaux. 

Annecy to Gex was run in a fierce 
rainstorm, and there was heavy sleet 
on the Col de la Faucille for the 11 
kilometres timed hill-climb. This was a 
series of sharp corners, steep gradients 
on the NS route, the start being in Gi 
itself. Large crowds gathered to watch, 


gotten, and there was a slight panic 
when Stirling couldn't find his co-driver 
with less than 10 minutes to go to 
starting time, Eventually Iwas dis 
covered fast asleep under a table, and 
awakened just in ume. 

The Lyons-Bourg section was fast and 
uneventful, and we shared the driving 
equally for the return to Lyons via La 
Cluse. From Lyons to Grenoble 
route became difficult from the town of 
Romans, and many competitors were 
late at Grenoble. The organizers were 
cute. They placed the control well on 
the other side of the town, and this 
caught out a considerable number of 

By this time the rally had more or 
less developed into a road race. The 
Grenoble-Chambery section was a 
series of sharp turns, steep climbs, 
tunnels, narrow roads and plenty of i 
and melting snow. Stirling drove at a 
remarkable pace, and at the Col du 
Granier passage control was actually 
12 minutes ahead of schedule, having 
passed four other Jaguars on the way 
It was a pity that the last 15 kilometres 
to Chambery time control were fairly 
easy, as folk who were obviously pushed 
for time were able to make it up on 


and the course was open to traffi 
Stirling drove brilliantly, and treated the 
slippery road as if it were dry conere 
It seemed to be in the bag for B.T.D. 
but about half way up  Heurtaix’s 
Jaguar somersaulted just ahead of us, 
the driver being pitched out on to the 
banking. Moss stopped, then hurriedly 
decided to carry on to the finish so that 
assistance couki be sought. Goodness 
knows how many seconds were lost 
in halting, but the fact remains that his 
8 mins. 58.2 secs, was actually third 
fastest run,” Only nine cars managed 
under 10 mins, out of the 76 surviving 
competitors at” this stage of the event 
By this time more than half the entry 
had retired or were so heavily penalized 
that it was useless to continue. In 
addition, a goodly percentage of the 
survivors had lost road marks. 

The | timekeepers agreed that we 
should be credited with so many seconds 
for a delay, but as it so turned out this 
was not done. We were perfectly wil- 
Ting to have a re-run, but the officials 
said that this was not possible. _Never- 
theless a re-run was given to Saisse's 
Delahaye, which stopped at the wrecked 


(Continued on page 476) 
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2-9-LITRE MASERATI FASTEST AT BOREHAM 


Following Wind Helps Class Records to Fall 
at Popular West Essex C.C. Speed Trials 


"Tue week's postponement of West 

Essex Car Club's, Chelmsford Speed 
Trials did not materially affect the 
entry Nearly all the original 163 
Shires Gme™ to" the” fine a hei 
appropeiate times, there being represen 
tetives from all the invited clubs —-Halt- 
Litre Club, East Anglian M.C.. Herts 
County A’ & AC.» Thames. Estuary 
‘A.C, Eastern Counti¢s “M.c. North 
London Enthusiasts C.C., M.G.C.C. and, 
of course, the home club themselves, 

Despite’ running week late th 
weather was only ‘one stage better than 
the blizzard conditions which caused the 

poncment from the previous Sunda 
1° Stinday, 6th April a steady ‘drizale 
fell the whole day and a high ind 
helped to dampen everything but. the 
hi spirits of the organizers, the com: 
pelltors, aod the surprising, Humber of 
Spectators “who” timed “up for” the 
afternoon, 

The. event was the third to be held 
over the sprint course at Boreham Ait: 
field, and those who know this venue 
thay’ ike to'note that this im in" fact, 
the’ diagonal runway which cGmes tats 
Railway Corner, but which is not used 
for the racing circuit, Competitors wil 
fave noticed some evidence of prepara: 
tions for the 1952 racing seatoa on the 
back legs of the ong 3 course, where 
several stretches have been resurfaced. 
The start was at Railway Corner, and 
after a slight uphill stretch for about 


200 yards, the course drops, almost im- 
perceptibly, to the finish 

The saloon classes started proceedings 
in the morning, progressing — from 
smallest to largest. Competition was 
keenest in the 1.101 to 1,500 and 1,501 
to 3,000 c.c. classes. In the former, 
Rileys wrested the existing record from 
MGs for despite an excellent run by 
A. G. Baker (I-litre M.G.), who was 
under the previous record ‘by nearly 
2 secs. with 44,2 secs., both J. V. Lewis 
(43.6 secs.) and S. L. Ince (44.0 secs.) 
bettered the record in Li-litre Riles 

Tony Crook (2-litre Bristol) lowered 
his own record by 1.2 secs. with 36.4 
secs. beating Dunham (obviously 3-litre 
Alvis) 37,5 secs. and G. H. Grace (38.2 
secs.), who beat a squad of Healeys in 
a 2hlitre Riley. 

‘Among the open cars Trevor Line 
lowered -his own class record (set_ui 
with a TC MG) with his Mk. I TD, 
At 39.2 secs. this was 2.3 secs. better 
than any other in this class of 18. Tony 
Crook smashed a second class record 
with his Frazer-Nash in 31.8 secs.. beat- 
ing S. G. Greene's excelient time of 


3211 secs, 


Jaguars dominated the largest open 
class, W. B, Black beating his own 
record with 31.4 secs. He also won 
the over 3,001 cc. racing class with two 
runs of 31.6 secs, and came third in 
the “any trim” sports class with 31.8 
secs. “The winner of this last class was 
Forrest-Lycett on his magnificent 8litre 
Bentley, who with 29.7 ‘secs. beat, by 
4 sec. W. Coleman's supercharged 
Jaguetic which, under G. Parker, still 
holds the class record at 28.69 secs. 

‘Don Parker's record of 31.84 secs. in 
the 500 cc. racing class, was not 
approached, but unfortunately ‘hig new 

eft had ‘trouble ‘on his sccond run 
A. W. Richards (J.B.S.) made best time 
ith 33.6 secs. 

“The day's fastest times understandably 
fell to the 1,501 to 3.000 c.c. racing class. 
J.B. Norris (1,970 Alta) holds the 
record for this class (27.5 secs.) but 
‘only managed 28.2 secs. this year against 
L. W. Boyce’s 28.1 secs. on a 2.986 


Maserati, Third best of day was J 
Goodhew's 28.4 secs. with his 3,000 
Alfa Romeo. 
ED. R. 
PROVISIONAL RESULTS 
Saloon Cars 


forte eer 1 J.-M. Edmomon 1.090 
Ser! Holloway (090 Ford, 


‘Over Beet ee tC. R: Leonard (442 Jaswr 


CRASH. HATS 
(Left) Club-owned 
“Battle Bowlers 
could be hired 
By competitors. 
Crasn Bar 
(Below) Safety 
measure adopted 
by Don Gray on 
his Cooper-J.A.P. 


2. S.A. Mitchell 6,485 Jaguar), 40.0 


Over 3.001 ces 1. WB. Black O.442 Jasua, 
sia’ seen) 2, Mes, J, Sarwinson G42 Januar), 


Sportscars ia Any Trim 


: ee wis. (1.996. BN 
gested Soa Sac 2.7. Crook 9 Praver- 

‘Over 3001 Ces 1, Forrest-Lycett (97% Bentley), 
2017" sect’) 2, W Citeman (2.068 S Fanuetteh: 504 


W. Richards O.B.S.), 33.6 


L. W, Boyce (2,986 Maserati), 
‘eget (1.970 ‘att 243 nec. 


NORTHERN ALVIS 0. 


“GET TOGETHER” 
LL members and friends of Alvis, 
‘Aston Martin and Lagonda Clubs 
are cordially invited to a “Get Together’ 
and short Film Show at the Bull and 
Royal Hotel, Preston, on Friday, 25th 
April, at 7.30 pm, 


NORTHERN ALLARD MEETING 
MEETING of the Northern Centre of 
the Allard Owners’ Club was held 

at the Hare and Hounds Hotel, Toller 

Lane, Bradford, on Wednesday, 2nd 

Apri: The guest of the evening was 

Ir. Geollrey Halton, the Motoring 

Editor of the Yorkshire Evening post. 
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by John Bolster 


DESMODROMIC VALVES 


[re eeceeeet ie eacied ihe vecy! Slebeeate 
research that has recently taken place in the sphere 
of valve operation. In spite of the theoretical advan- 
tages of other types, the poppet has, up to now, proved 
the most efficient. Empirical methods have melted away 
under the cold light of mathematical reasoning. The 
design of cams, valves, and springs is now an exact 
science, and the limit of poppet performance has by no 
means yet been reached. 

That’ would seem a very satisfactory state of affairs, 
until one examines the formule by which all these 
variables are determined. It then becomes apparent 
that such things as valve acceleration, deceleration, and 
2losing speed are settled not so much by breathing con- 
siderations as by mechanical limitations. Nor is the 
power consumed therein an entirely negligible matter. 

It is therefore not surprising that research is now be- 
ing directed towards a more positive method of valve 
operation. Furthermore, designs exist which may soon 
be seen in action on the circuits. After all, an operation 
which is half performed by a cam, and completed by a 
spring, is not fundamentally ideal for extremely high 
speeds. The case for positively closing the valves is 
thus ‘a strong one, and that is my subject for today’s 
chat. 

It is obviously not at all difficult to evolve a cam that 
will close a valve. It is a simple piece of engineering. 
except for one thing. In opening a valve, some working 
clearance is permissible, and a variation in lift of a 
few thousandths of an inch is no disaster. In bringing 
the valve to its seat, there is no working tolerance what- 
ever, and failure to close it firmly, and hold it in place, 


“CLOSING 
CAM 


OPENING 
CAM 


WORKING 
CLEARANCE =" 


would cause inferior performance and short life. On 
the other hand, if the mechanism tried to go on closing 
the valve after it had already reached its seat, some part 
would have to break. Expansion and contraction, not 
to mention wear and tear, must preclude the use of a 
simple, “solid” drive. 

There are two ways of overcoming this, and both have 

used with success. In the first method, the 
mechanism goes on trying to shut the valve after 
already well home. To avoid fracture, an elastic con- 
nection is interposed in the valve train. This does not 
operate during the opening, but has just enough “give” 
‘on the closing stroke to ensure firm pressure without 
undue strain. 

The second trick is to allow for an adjustable clear- 
ance at the end of the shutting cycle, just as would 
normally be employed for the opening sequence. In 
that case, the valve would be fitted with a spring just 
strong enough to hold it to its seat, and this would be 
responsible, for the last fraction of a millimetre of 
closing movement. As I say, both methods have been 
used with success, but I would prefer the first, for if the 
valve struck its seat extremely sharply, a minute degree 
of chatter or bounce might impair the ling, just as 
it often does with a normal layout. A strong enough 
spring to ensure instant seating might be heavy enough 
to load the mechanism and waste a little power. That 
is only a personal view, however. 

Many desmodromic engines have been built in the 
past, but in a story of this length I have no room to 
describe them all. Perhaps the most important was the 
44-litre Grand Prix Delage of 1914. lis car had a 
four-cylinder engine, with four inclined valves per 
a. It had twin overhead camshafts mounted high 
above the hemispherical head, as on the Henri-designed 
Peugeots. 

Each pair of valves was coupled by a bridge piece, 
which gave solid operation on the opening asoke apert 4 
from the usual clearance. The cam was entirely ocal 
but there was another cam directly Binigalior it which 
had a much longer “dwell”. This worked against the 
top of a stirrup that embraced the opening cam, and 
ave positive closing to the valves, via the bridge piece. 

This bridge piece contained a pair of very short 


* 


DELAGE: Valve 
operating mechanism 
in oh. 


WORKING 
Tight shows the Bridge cugarance’ 
Piece coupling two 

valves, of which there 
were Jour per cylin: 


* 
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SPRING ASSISTED: 


light spring 
Boasts ivates oo te 
‘seat, but most of the 
closing force is ap- 
plied mechanically. 


springs of great strength, and they took the load on the 
losing action being completed. No actual valve springs, 
the usual meaning of the words, were used. 
drawing shows that the general idea is attractive, eet 
to our sophisticated eyes. 

The 1914 Grand Prix was a Mercedes victory, in 
spite of a strong Peugeot challenge, but the Delage 
team were disappointingly slow, and seemed to lack 
acceleration out of sharp corners. They had been more 
impressive than this in practice, and it was rumoured 
that a last-minute valve adjustment had reduced their 
performance. Nevertheless, none of them dropped out 
through valve trouble, though their best finishing posi- 
tion was eighth. 

Delage won the 1914 Indianapolis race, beating the 
Peugeots, but they did not use the desmodromic cars. 
Instead, they entered the earlier 6}-litre machines, which 
had horizontal valves like the victorious 1911 Coupé 
de I'Auto 3 litres. For the 1916 race, which was run 
under a 300 cubic inch capacity limit, Delage sent two 
of the 1914 G.P. cars. They reli 
than fast 
Peugeot, a Duesenberg, another Peugeot, and a Sun- 
beam. The second Delage showed about the same lap 
speed, but crashed around half distance. Thus, no in- 
crease in performance was provided by positive valve 
operation, though excellent reliability was possessed by 
the system. 

After World War I, quite a lot of racing-cars 
appeared with positively closed valves. Parry Thomas 
was a devotee of the system, though his ecords were 
obtained with cantilever leaf springs. The Laystall 
Special went very well at Brooklands, and this had fully 
forced valve operation. Perhaps the most famous practi- 
tioner, however, was the Bignan designer, who actually 
applied it to a production car. 

The Bignan Desmodromique was a 2-litre sports-car, 
and it ran in the production-car races of the period, 
such as the A.C.F. Grand Prix de Tourisme. It had 
‘a four-cylinder engine of 75mm. x 112mm., and an oj 
four-seater body with delightfully rakish lines. 


Tie President of the Swiss A.C: 
had hysterics when he discovered 
that the D.B.2 Aston Martin on 
show had a Vantage engine. He 

ponent it on the spot. (One reason 
for hysterics was that Lance Mack- 
lin desionstrstod it to him.) 


SHOWTIME HEARSAY FROM 
GENEVA 


Bugattis are bringing the new type 
101 to London to display to the 
Bugatti Owners’ Club. The car 
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valve gear was of an immense complexity, and has had 
to be greatly in wing for reasons of 

Briefly, was a horizontal shaft, running 


gears were keyed to an These drove, through 
horizontal bevel gears, a pair of face cams, which 
cand rather like somewhat wobbly saucers at first 
sight 

There were thus two pairs of saucers, of which each 
one operated two valves of adjacent cylinders. The 
operation was via rollers, which drove crossheads up and 


VALE FACE CAM 


LDRIVE SHAFT 


TAPER ROLLERS 


BIGNAN DESMODROMIQUE: A greatly simplified 
version of the positive valve operation employed on the 
litre sports Bignan. 


down guides, and the vertical overhead valves were 
—. tached to these. Somehow, one cannot imagine 

is was a particularly quiet engine. I hope the 
a ified al drawing makes it all reasonably clear. 

50 c.c. Vagova had a six-cylinder desmodromic 
engine, ifs which the ends of the rockers rode in grooves 
instead of resting on top of cams. The necessary small 
5 was beneath the fulcrum point of the rocker, 
which was allowed sufficient vertical travel for com- 
pensati: Three-quarter desmodromic operation was 
featured in the non-starting S.E.F.A.C., and the straight- 
eight Salmson, which Serge Pozzoli describes as “plus 
compliquée qu'une B.R.M.” Incidentally, I have to 
thank M. Pozzoli for much of the information given 
here. 


During the last few years, positively controlled valves 
have died out, and it is immensely interesting that they 
are to be revived. I hope that this little bit of history 
will be of interest in that connection. Meanwhile, Lord 
Charnwood has threatened to commit desmodromy on 
the A.R.M., a project which will doubtless provoke 
much lively discussion ! 


board at the forthcoming Daily 
Express Trophy meeting; Ascari and 
Villoresi have 4-cylinder 
machines. They will probably also 
enter in the Production car race. 
Pegaso have no plans yet for a 


The SIATA Sport had coachwork 
by Bertoni and an American 
Crosley engine. 

Baron de Graffenried was in con- 
stant attendance on the Alfa Romeo 
stand. 

The Star of the Lagonda stand 
was the sports model with coach- 
work by Graber. 


has been considerably improved 
externally since its initial appearance 
at the Paris Salon, the ugly hump on 
the bonnet having been removed. 

Bugattis are also in process of 
producing a 1i-litre 4-cylinder 
model 


have a new 2.8-litre 
sports-car in preparation. In their 
‘own words they intend to sweep the 


factory team to compete in sports- 
car events, being content to leave it 
to private owners for the time being. 
The maximum speed given by the 
firm is 142 mp.h. at 6,000 rp.m. 
with 16 x 5.50 tyres in fifth gear. 
The Le Mans cars are being fitted 
with special 102/2.5S engines which 
give an unstated increase in sj 
HANS TANNER. 
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HOLIDAY SPORT 


Races, Rallies, Trials and Sprints Promise 
a Busy Easter Week-end For Enthusiasts 


amiery is the spice, and from the 

motor-sporting enthusiasts’ point o 
view, the coming Easter holiday period 
should prove spicy indeed, ~ Racing. 
rallies, tals and sprints wil all be held, 
and few areas in this country will be 
without motor events of some kind 
between the Lith and 4th of April, 
1952. 

The week-end begins with the 
M.CC’s classic Land's End Trial_on 
Friday and Saturday, 11th-12th April. 
This is one of Britain's oldest established 
events and involves a long distance night 
run by competitors from three startin 

ints, Virginia Water, Plymouth al 
tratford-on-Avon, all’ converging on 
Taunton for an ‘early breakfast, then 
heading west for Land's End ‘via a 
variety of difficult hills, including Grab- 
hurst, Be Roost, Hustyn and 
Bluchills Min 

Cars, three-wheclers and motor-cycles 
all take part, with some variation in 
routes followed, and this year the Army 
Motor-Cycling "Association and the 
Vintage Motor-Cycle Club have been 
invited to compete, together with the 
Light Car section of the Vintage S.C.C. 
who will stage a 25 years’ Commemora- 
tion Run, following the old 1927 route, 
in conjunction with the main event. 


They will start at 6 pm. on Good 
Friday, and are timed to arrive. at 


Porlock, Beggar’s Roost and Bluchills 
Mine (where they will make a non-stop 
ascent of the old road around the hair- 
pin) about an hour ahead of runners in 
the trial proper. = 

Best viewpoints of the “Land’s End” 
for spectators are Beggar's Roost and 
Barton Steep (near Lynton), Darracott 
(Bude), Hustyn (Wadebridge) and Blue- 
hills Mine (Perranporth). First competi- 
tors should reach Beggar's Roost very 
early on Saturday morning and the last 
some six hours later. Hustyn Hill will 
be reached by early ‘numbers at around 
midday, and Bluehills by 1.30 pan. ‘The 
finish is at the Land's End Hotel. Four 
wheeler entries total 156, including a 
wide variety of sports-cars, plus the 
Vintage Light Car entry of 24, 

On the same Easter Saturday the 
Bristol MC. and LCC. have their race 
meeting at the Castle Combe airfield 
circuit near Chippenham, Wiltshire. The 
Programme includes races for sports-cart 
and a $00 c.c. racing event in heats and 
@ final, Entries for the latter are ex- 
cellent, including Stirling Moss, Head- 
land and Loens (Kiefts); Gill, 'Shillito 
and Braid (Macksoas) and Alan Rippon, 
Don Gray, Duncan Hamilton ' (yes, 
really!) and others with Coopers. In 
the fporiecar lists are, Oncar Moore 
(H.W.M.-Jaguar), Cliff_ Davis (Cooper- 
M.G.), Tony Crook (Frazer-Nash) and 
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the Ecurie Ecosse Jaguars. Admission 
fees to this meeting are a mere 1s. for 
adults and 6d. for children. 

“The 500s will be disporting themselves 
simultancously in East Yorkshire on the 
1.7 mile Brough circuit, where the Black- 
burn Welfare M.C. are holding another 
of their excellent mectings. There will 
be two races, on handicap and scratch 
basis, in 10 lap heats and finals. Then 
at Lydstep, in Pembrokeshire, S. Wales, 
the Tenby Club have their Easter hill- 
climb on a course attractive both to 
drivers and spectators. In an area where 
molor-racing is rare: this, should be. 
Very interesting meeting, for entries are 
good and the organizers have made 
every endeavour to ensure its success. 

on Easter Saturday the Aston 
Martin O.C. have a trial in the Mendips, 
whilst Veteran C.C. members are rally: 
ing with pre-1917 cars at the Market 
Square, Abingdon-on-Thames, proceed- 
ing three miles out thereafter to Esso 
House for a series of diverting driving 
tests. 

In Scotland, the Highland Three Days 
Rally begins’ on Saturday, this very 
enjoyable and not over-strenuous event 
of the Scottish S.C.C, taking competitors 
through some, magnificent | Highland 
scenery, from Falkirk, Stirlingshire, to 
Greneagles Hotel in’ Perthattre hen 
through “Fife, ending in Stirling on 
Monday. 


_ On Saturday, too, the Ulster 
four-day Circuit of Ireland starts, and 
for this an excellent ent of 173 has 


been received. A goodly contingent 
from Britain will compete, including last 
winner R. jopkinson of 


erfield, with an M.G. A Conti- 
nental event of similar kind, the Rallye 
Benefralux, begins the same day in 
Belgium. 

Easter Sunday sees the International 
sports-car race for the Inter-Europa Cup 
at Monza, Italy. The Aston Martin team 
from Britain had intended to take part 
with D.B.2 saloons but the regulation 


regardit certain body dimensions 
a ently makes this impossible, 
although ” Nigel Mann is hoping to 


his own car to comply. In 
i, the Berkhamsted Club Rave a 
speed trial fixture listed at Tewin Water, 
near Welwyn, Herts, and the Midland 
section of the Alvis O.C, are rallying in 
“the Cotswolds near Stratford. 

Easter Monday sees a welter of speed 


events at home and abroad. Inter- 
nationally the most important is France's 
Pau G.P. on the sinuous round-the= 


houses circuit, ‘This year the race is 
for Formula 3 cars, ‘and is the first of 
the eight Grands Prix de France which 
will decide the French Championshi 

Ferraris will be there “in strength, 
together with Gordinis, Maseratis and 


GOODWOOD LAYOUT: A plan of the 
B.A.RC’s circuit near Chichester, 
Sussex, showing the new “kink” near the 
start. " Enclosures and car parks are 
marked; lap distance 2.4 miles. 
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the latest British H.W.Ms with new 
frames, inboard rear brakes and other 
improvements. 

Other foreign events include the 
Australian G.P. and the Marrakech race 
meeting in Morocco, both essentially 
locally supported events. In England the 
major attractions will be the inter- 
national race meetings at Goodwood and 
Brands Hatch. At the former circuit, 
now with an added kink just before the 
starting area, the B.A.R.C. are running 
@ programme of eight races, comprising 
the Earl of March Trophy for 00 c.c. 
cars, the Lavant Cup for Formula 2 
cars, sports. and  racing-car handicaps 
andthe 20-lap Richmond Trophy race 
for Formula 1 cars. Amongst the 
entries are the Vandervell “Thin Wall” 
4hlitre Ferrari, driver un-named, though 
it may be Goodwood star Reg’ Parnell, 
Stirling Moss (Kieft $00 and Sai 
XK 1200), Duncan Hamilton (4}-litre 
Lago Talbov), Peter Whitehead (Ferrari), 
George Abecassis, who besides driving 
an H.W.M. may appear at the wheel of 
Brian Shawe-Taylor’s E.R.A., Sydney 
Allard, and motor-cycle champion Geoff 
Duke,'making his four-wheel début with 
the prototype D.B.3 open Aston Martin. 
Gootwood will be en Jéte in real Conti- 
mental style, with gay flags and bunting. 
tnd the Ferodo Silver Band to open the 
meeting, which starts at 1.30 pam. 
Admission fees have been reduced to 

person in the public enclosures, 
Savin the grandstands. 

Brands Hatch will be exclusively 500 

cc. as usual, for the London Trophy, 


which will be contested in 20 lap heats 
and a 40 lap final. This race will briny 
out examples of the new Mark 


Cooper, the Arnott, the Mackson, Kitt, 
and other British half-litre cars, which 
will be challenged by two Becls cars 
from Holland, together with two D.B. 
Panhards and two J.Bs, one BMW- 

red, the other J.A.P., from France. 

ie mecting starts af 2 p.m. 

Those in the South-West corner of 
England need not travel far to see 
motor-racing on Easter Monday, for the 
West Cornwall M.C. are holding a speed 
hill-climb at Trengwainton, The record 
stands to a sports Allard but this may 
well fall, for racing classes are being 
introduced for the first time and 500s 
and 1,100 c.c.’s will be in action. Finally, 
in the Channel Islands, the Jersey M.C. 
and L.CC. are running another of their 
popular mixed sprint meetings on the 
sands at St. Ouen. 


GOODWOOD ENTRY LIST 


Earl of March Trophy (500 c.c. cars): 
F, R. Gerard, E. Brandon, A. 
HA. Lang (Germany), H- 
(Germany), J. Coombs, A. 
Rippon, R. N. Nuckey, N. Pugh. 
A. M. H, Bryde, G. E. Thomas, W. E. 
Ford. Kieft: S. "Moss, A. Locas. Mack- 
son: A. D. Gill. Arnott: J. K. Brise. 
Revis: R. Bicknell. Tota: 
F.H.B.: F. H. Bacon. 
J. Habin. 
Reserves—Cooper: D. A. Clarke, K. 
Wharton, M. G. Thomas, A, J. Nurse. 


Lavant Cup: Ferrari: (Scuderia Ambro- 
siana) D._ Murray or W. A. Dobson. 
Cooper: E. Brandon, A. Brown, John 
Cooper, J. M. Hawthorn, N. Pugh or 
IN. Nuckey, M. A. H. Christie. Con- 
naught: P. Fotheringham Parker, K. 
McAlpine, K. H. Downing. H.W.M3 


G. E. Abecassis. Alta: F. A. O. Gaze, 
. M. Watson. Aston Butterworth: 
W. S. Aston, H.A.R: H. A. Richards. 
Frazer-Nash: HA. Mitchell. HR.G. 
M. J. C. Keene (H.R.G.). Prazer-Nash: 
(Scuderia Franera) K. Wharton. 


Reserve—Cooper: J. Barber. 


Chichester Cup: Alfa Romeo: (3.8- 
litre) R. D. Poore. | (2.9-litre) J. Good- 
hew. K. McAlpine. Alta: 
J, Kelly. Talbot: J. Duncan Hamilton. 
ERA. F. R. Gerard, A. G. Whitchead, 
K. Wharton, E. Thompson or G. E. 
‘Abecassis. Ferrari: G. A. Vandervell, 
P. N. Whitehead. Baird-Griphon: W. R. 
Baird. Maserati: J. M. James. Delage 
Allard: S. H, Allard, 

Car not 


John Cooper, J. M. 


Hawthorn. Alta: G. M. Watson. 
Richmond Trophy: Ferrari: G. A. 
Vandervell, P. jtehead, Scuderia 


Ambrosiana (D. H. Murray or W. A. 

Dobson).  E.R-A.: R. Gerard, E. 

arms Smet See 
eg = 

ingens Hamilton. 

eet eras Hic 

M. Watson, W. R. Baird. Con- 

. McAlpine, P. Fotheringham 


Reserves—Cooper: E. Brandon, A. 
Brown. Alta: F. A. O, Gaze, 


Racing-Car Handicaps (to be grouped 
into two races): Alta: F. A. 0. Gaze, 
G. M. Watson, J. Kelly.” Alfa Romeo: 
R._D. Pore,’ J. Goodhew. | Cooper: 
J. M. Hawthorn, E. Brandon, A. Brown, 
Tohn Cooper. Ce it: K. H. 
ing, P. Fotheringham Parker. 
G."E. Abecassis.  HLR.G.: 


; 


N. Richardso 


W. R. Bais RRA: 
Ferrari: G. A. Vandervell, P. N. Whit 
head, Scuderi 2 
GS don ate SET 
Rint, Bier Res 
combe, D. Margulies. Darracq: G. F. A. 
Gale, Turner: J. H. Webb. 
Reserves—H.A.R.: H. A. Richards, 
Alvis: C. G. H. F. Dunham, 


Swift, L. F. Manduca, ’S. J. Boshier, 
E. W. Holt, M. W. H. Head, W. B. 
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Black, B. Tye. Delahaye: E, Thompson. 
Aston Martin: R. D. Poore, E. Thomp- 
son, G. E. Duke, J. E. G. Fairman, 
P. A_B. Stewart. Allard: O. E, Simpson, 
FG. Curtis. “Healey: J. A, Young. 
HLRG.: L. Gibbs. Lester-M.G.: J.C. C. 
Mayers. Cooper-M.G.: F.C. Davis, L. 
Leonard. Riley: S. B. Wells. HLW.M. 

©. Moore. Jowett Jupiter: J. Kell 


HOLIDAY BROADCASTS 


RICHMOND TROPHY, GOODWOOD 
14th April, Light Programme 
5 pam. to 5.25 p.m. 
Commentary by Raymond Baxter and 
Robin Richards. 


ULSTER A.C. CIRCUIT OF IRELAND 
HOME SERVICE (261 m,) 

12th April 1 

Monday, 14h“ 

Tuesday, 15th 

Tuesday, 15th 


GULVERSTONE on 10th May will see 
entries from Rudi Fischer (4-cylin- 
der Ferrari) and Peter Hirt (V12 
Ferrari) of the Swiss Ecurie 
Espadon. 


THE BRITISH EMPIRE 
TROPHY RACE 

EGULATIONS are now available 

for the BRD.C.’s_ British 
Empire Trophy race in the Lo.M. 
on May. This will be a 200 
miles event for sports-cars (52 laps 
of the 3.8-mile circuit), 


AX: EtD., makers of Frazer- 
Nash cars, have been inyited to 
run in the Prix de Berne interna~ 
tional sports-car race in Switzerland 
‘on 18th May. 


HELD OVER 
Ti concluding part of “The 
Organization of Club Competi- 
tions” by Stanley Sedgwick, and 
“Pit and Paddock” have had to be 
held over this week. 


COMING-OUT: The new Formula 2 Coopers will be seen in action at 
‘Goodwood on Easter Monday. 
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Correspondence 


‘The Cooper-M.G. 

J very much enjoyed reading the excellent test impressions 
of the remarkable Davis Cooper-M.G. in the 28th March 

issue of AuTOosroRT. 

I was surprised, however, that the best time for the standing 
4mile under favourable conditions was 1825. secs. This 
seems slow for a power-weight ratio of over 150 b.h.p. 
ton, and I wonder whether there is any special reason for it. 
The car makes an interesting comparison with my last season's 
XK 120 Jaguar, which when modified and in competition trim 
had a power weight ratio of 155 b.h.p. per ton and did a 
standing }mile in 164 secs. at Altcar. As a further com- 

rison a perfectly standard H.R.G, which I ran at the 
Prartle sprint some rs ago clocked 19.1 secs., and this 
with 85 b.h.p. per ton at the most. 

1am aware, of course, that the power and torque curves 
and gear ratios affect the issue, but even so | would have 
ted a car of such low weight and high power weight 
ratio to have clocked between and 17 secs. over the 
standing }-mile. 

LANGLEY, CHESHIRE. E. P. Scraos. 

[The acceleration, fqures were obtained wishout "stalahethrowsh” reat 
cunts ‘snd “have’ beet Benlred: by bows’ Dave and Esoctnde Eat 


Lord Charnwood on the A.R.M. Game 
save to apologize for my long silence and my failure to 

“play the A.R.M. game”. I have been horribly busy at my 
own Job, but will now try to answer some criticisms and give 
way on ot 

Frankly, 1 do not know enough about modern tube welding 
to know whether it is better value to have the tension tube 
in three straight pieces or one curved length. 1 put my 
money on one tube, The compression tube is the one that 
must be straight. So far as lugs or not at the two centre 
Spaces are concerned, if you build up the tension tube, then 
weld, but if you stick to one. jen the design shown is 
lighter. ‘The front end is built up and welded in any case. 
am sorry that I failed to mention the lateral staying, which 
was not forgotten. 

The scale of the driver was copied frpm a Mercedes drawing 
and the wheelbase was meant to be 8 ft. The driver, as 
reproduced, was much more life-like than anything that I 
can do, but I still don't see why he should be 6 ft. tall 

Mr; "Smart is breaking the rules if he asks for, four 

inders, but we are in close agreement over cooling. There 

wuld be ample r to spin the 

wheels at any speed in bottom gear, so 
I think that his lower bottom ratio would 
not pay. Actually, the other John chose 
the ratios as they are more a driver's 
question than an 1 
have answered hii ring quest 

direct. Mr. Farmer and others have 
dealt adequately with fluid transmission. 

If I have misquoted Mr. Clarke, 1 
his pardon. I never saw his origina 
letter or his diagrams. Perhaps they 
were free-hand sketches which, no paper 
can reproduce. Checking over I find that 
we can drop the driver four inches 
without any radical change, the original 
rear end allowed clearance after losing 
both rear tyres and the clearance over 
the prop. shaft is more than jis needed. 
Surely the rear engine is dead for any- 
thing over 500 cc. 
solve feplied fo, some of, Mr. Neil 

's points, but I am puzzled by his 

int about the de Dion tube, especially 
his sketch, I agree with him about 
disc brakes, but I most emphatically am 
worried by’ splined sleeves and want to 
‘ick to my pot joints. I have not-had 


ime to work out the consequences of his 
Javelin-type radius ‘rods and torsion 
bars: there are difficulties but they 
might be an improvement if they will fit 


Mr. Bird's variant on the Panhard 


rod must remain under consideration until the front roll centre 
is known. I do, however, feel that the symmetry of the origi- 
nal form has much to commend it, 

‘That leaves the various transfer shafts and half-speed prop. 
shaft suggestions. They all call for at least two more gear 
Stages to absorb power and for a heavier clutch and shaft for 
the increased torque. I am tempted by a very small multi- 
digg clutch at engine speed 

While I like the idea of getting the prop. shaft to one side, 
I should regret the extra gearing and all such ideas seem to 
force the brakes on to the whecls where they are unsprung 
and far harder to cool, and even with a Z.F. diff. I hate the 
idea of a transmission brake. 

May I end my apology by reminding your readers that it 
is over 20 years since I practised as an engineer and that the 
A.R.M. is a game to me, played in my rather limited spare 
time. 

CHARNWwoon. 
Lonoon, S.W.1 


Carburetters for Competition Use 
J SHALL be extremely grateful if any of your correspondents, 
Mr. John Bolster or other knowledgeable minds, can please 
give opinion based on experience regarding the advantages, of 
otherwise, regarding various carbureticrs for competition use. 
To my’ mind the Zenith, with the accelerator pump, offers 
advantages, but the butterfly must cause some obstruction. 
The S.U, is very popular, the Amal is widely used in the 
motor-cycling world, and ‘the Weber is obviously available 
only 9 the OW. 
appreciate ‘that different types of engine must affect the 
make used, but 1 would greatly apprec ate some guidance on 
Flneral principles to help make a mn regarding a special 
am developing, 
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Medicals Abroad 
Loven I have not felt strongly enough before to burst 
“into print aver the question of Medical Certificates for 

drivers, I am inclined to do so now in view of my recent 

personal experience in this connection. 
T find, and I think other drivers will find the same, that it 
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is extremely difficult to get one medical practitioner who 
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sswer all the questions on the R.A.C. form. In my case I 
had to go to my own doctor for an examination and the 
answers to most of the questions and later to a hospital for 
the blood group, etc., and this, of course, involves quite an 
appreciable expense aid loss of time 
had to rush these things through rather quickly, again 
wuite difficult to do, because I was going to Montlhéry for 
1e meeting there on 30th March, but much to my surprise, 
and rather to my annoyance, when I proudly presented 1 
form together with my International Competition Licence 1 
was regarded with some surprise and told that “we do not 
bother very much with these things here” 

In conversation with several foreign drivers I found that 
none of them had so far taken any action in this matter nor 
did they propose to do so as they did not consider it would 
be necessary! T may say that perhaps this was so because the 
organization of this particular event was very informal, as 
none of the competing cars received any attention from 
the scrutineers-who, if they were present at all, certainly did 
Rot come out to do their job in the very bitter weather 
conditions which prevailed. 

‘One scatcely knows what to think, but on the whole it is 
perhaps better that our governing ‘body acts rather more 
Strictly and exactly in accordance with the letter of Inter- 
national Regulations on these subjects, and my own doctor at 
least was very favourably impressed with the idea of blood 
srouping—which could obviously be a life-saver in the event 
of a serious accident—although he was doubtful about the 
value of most of the other questions asked. 

‘Nothing here should be read as an implied criticism of the 
body which ran the race at Montlhéry. It was “informal”, 
friendly and with a minimum of red tape, but it was 
thoroughly enjoyable and well supported, and only the 
appalling weather in France comes up for criticism! 


A. P. HircHnas, 


Mar, STAFPS, 


The Cancelled Rally Speed Test 

"Tit cancellation of the High Speed Test at Silverstone during 
the R.A.C, Rally is another example of the overbearing 

and dictatorial attitude of the R.A.C, towards motor sport in 

this country. 

Surely before cancelling the Test the persons concerned 
should have been consulted, i.e., the competitors, and in any 
case no decision should have been made until the test was 
due to start. The track was quite clear of snow by 12.30. 

It scemed to me, as one of a number who had motored 60 
miles to marshal, that a little snow on the track during the 
early morning Was a heaven-sent opportunity to avoid the 
trouble of laying on timekeepers and lap-scorers, and to avoid 
any possibility of messing up the whole thing as happened 


st year, 
I should think the foreign competitors take an extremely 
poor view, and are most unlikely to compete again another 


year. 
‘Thank goodness Silverstone is being run by the B.R.D.C 
for the next few years, and they are too big to be badgered 
about by the R.A.C 
S. A. Cooxe: 


PeTeRROROUGH. 


Geoff Duke and Goodwood 


Every day this week my newspaper has carried an advertise- 

‘ment: “See the great Car-Racing duel, Stirling Moss v. 
Geoffrey Duke at Goodwood, Easter Monday.” 

The motoring world awaits the first appearance of Geoffrey 
Duke in this new sphere with some trepidation. Nuvolari, 
Varzi, Rosemeyer and Dixon, all champions on two wheels, 
became champions on four and in Geoffrey Duke, the reign- 
ing World Motor-cycle Champion, we have a’ potentially 
great driver. However, to expect him to meet Stirling Moss 
on equal terms and provide a “great duel” in this, his very 
first race, is nothing short of ludicrous. 

It is singularly unfortunate that a responsible organization 
such as the B.A.R.C. should so attempt to delude the less 
informed among the race-going public and thereby oblige 
Geoffrey Duke to enter motor-racing with an unfair handicap. 


Joun E. Hatt. 


Foray, Lancs. 
(Continued on page 477) 


R.A.C. RALLY 
OF GREAT BRITAIN— 


Best performance 
by any closed car 
won by 


JOWETT JAVELIN 


driven by 


M. BECQUART 


(Subject to ofcio canfirmation) 


using 


SHELL 


MOTOR OIL 


The same high quality oil that you 
can now buy at your local garage 


AND FUEL BY SHELL AND BP 
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NEWS rrom 
me CLUBS 


SINGER 0.C, OVERSEAS 
we Singer Owners’ Club now has a 
branch of the club in Belgium. Jean 

Larue, of Ligge, has started it and 

already has 50 members on the books. 

The Belgian cousins will use the club 

badge and rules (modified to suit the 

Continental spirit!). Larue has taken 

part in a number of big Continental 

Events in his SM 1,500 Roadster and his 

SM _ 1,500 saloon, ‘including the Liége- 

iége rally last year. He was 

‘of last year's Benefralux Rally 
in this country the Singer O.C 
tive, A crowded season 
is planned, catering for both the sport: 
ing and social side, but at the same 
time keeping costs within the pockets 
of its members. 

Provisional fixture list. for _ the 
Southern Centre is: 4th May, Driving 
Tests; 12th-13th July, Night Rally 
2ist September, Rally.’ It is hoped to 
get these events " upgraded” to Closed 
Invitation status next year. Other 
“closed” events will be held’ on 15th 
June, 4th August and 19th October. 
Monthly. meetings will continue to be 
held at the Flying Eagle, Mollison Way, 
Edgware, on the third Wednesday in 
the month, 

Members are needed in the 
and the Midlands, especially keen Singer 
owners, willing to take a hand in getting 
Club centres moving. All. Singer O.C 
information can be obtained from 
Secretary K. D, McDowall, of 1 Hales: 

Road, Lewisham, S.E.13. 

THE GROVES CUP 
How Dr, McDougald’s M.G, Saloon 

Beat the Specials in Irish M.G. Trial 

# M.G, Car Club (Irish Centre), ever 

a live body searching for new ideas, 
seem to have produced a winner in the 
new system. of marking used by them in 
the recent Groves Cup Trial. ‘The new 
system amounts 10 a form of handicap- 
ping which, as the results proved, makes 
it possible for a novice driving a saloon 


Over 
is extremely 


jorth, 


11, 1952 


Avrosport, APRIL 


STILL GOING STRONG: The original “White” Riley, ex-Raymond Mays 


irs. K. Petre, 


to beat the experts driving potent 
specials. As most Irish trials are based 
on numbers of driving tests intercon- 
nected by lengthy mountainous road 
sections, and through which it is pos- 
sible to’ drive almost any type of motor- 
car, this marking system should be we 
comed as a means of equalizing the 
chances of drivers in any class to win 
the premier award and in this respect 

ticular it would be difficult to visu: 
ize a fairer scheme. Marks were 
awarded in cach class according to the 
number of entrants in the class multi- 
plied by the number of tests. Thus, if 
there were ten entrants in a class, the 
maximum marks for cach test were ten 
for best time, nine for next best. etc., and 
the total for the trial were 70 for the 
seven tests less any marks lost at the 
time checks. Outside the class placings 
the premier award for the whole trial 
was awarded to the competitor making 
the highest percentage of maximum 
marks for his class. Class winners in 
this trial_ were M. O'Flaherty (Volks- 
wagen), Experts closed class, with 95.8 


AT THE SINGER 0.C 


ANNUAL": Club officials and works representa- 
tives at the Singer Club's Dinner on 21st March. L. to r. 
Motors): Miss J. McDowall (Assistant Secretary, 


J. Kaddy (Singer 
0.C.); R. Mendenhall 


iger Motors); a guest; H.W. “Bert” Atree (Chairman, S.O.C.); a guest; 


and Keith McDowall, secretary of the Club. 


‘owned by Dennis Done and here driven by Peter 
¢ in the Wirral 100 Club's Rhydymwyn sprint meeting on 29th March 


per cent of maximum possible marks for 
the class. Dr, McDougald (M.G. 14 
litre), Novices closed class, 97.5 per cent, 
R. J._Nash (MG. TD),’ Experts. open 
class, 83.7 per cent, A. Milne (M.G. TD), 
Novices open class, 92.8 per cent, and C. 
Vard (C-E.R. Special), Specials class with 
84.6 per cent. Of these Dr. McDougald 
had the highest class percentage and thus 
won the Groves Cup and his class. His 
driving throughout the trial was beyond 
reproach and his consistency in the 
seven {ests was amazing. The marks for 
cach test in his class were 11 and of the 
possible maximum of 77 marks the worthy 
doctor earned 75 by five tests marked 
with the full 11 and two with ten—and 
this was the very first motoring event of 
any kind in which he had competed! ! 

Cecil Vard driving his new Ford T 
based Special, the C.E.R., did very well 
indeed to win his class against a most 
formidable array of no less than 15 
really formidable specials, all in very 
capable hands, Vard was closely fol 
lowed in the specials class by Tom Ohle 
in his famous blown Dellow, only two 
marks behind, whilst brother Jack Ohle 
handed over his Dellow to M. O'Neill 
and sportingly passengered his wife 
driving her 14-M.G. in the novices’ 
saloon class. Two very sporting entrants 
were F. Boiger (Mark V Jaguar saloon) 
and P. Thomas (Dodge saloon) both be- 
ing somewhat heavily mounted for the 
tighter, pylon tests. In the “wiggle- 
wougle” pylon tests at Glencree, Bolger 
Wound the big Jaguar slowly but neatly 
through the pylons without touching 
‘one, but poor Thomas had the misfortune 
to get a large hollow pylon full of stones 
well_and truly jammed beneath the 
chassis of his huge motor-car. In all 
tests O'Flaherty bandied his Volkswagen 
saloon extremely well to win the experts 
closed class by the hefty margin of 12 
marks, his second saloon class trials win 
within six days. Elmer Connell’s elderly 
but well-preserved “Brooklands” Rile 

(Continued on page 474) 
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WORLD RECORDS BROKEN ON 


MOTOR OIL 


FIERO TARUFF/ 


with the “Twin Boom’ Italcorsa Car 


Sets up new International Class “E"’ records . 
50 MILES - 15th January, 1952 
ONE HOUR 
50 KILOMETRES | 
100 
200 


3rd April, 1952 


SUBJECT TO OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION 


<i> MOTOR OIL 


THE VIGZOL OIL CO. LTD., VIGZOL HOUSE, GREENWICH, S.E.10 
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Nes from the Clate—comtbied: | 
suffered from braking troubles, final 
retiring with one split Brake drum, which 
was indeed hard luck. Jack Wolfe and 
Jimmy Grew were notable absentees 
from amongst the entrants in the specials 
class; their Ford specials both having 
developed transmission troubles shortly 
foe soe, wary Maurice Cxvey 
(M.K.V,) fought his way throu, 
tie wih Tom: Obie for total, marks but 
rd in the speci 
ie Seen itrmes eioe to ances beat 


tion in a tie to the competitor with 
best TIMES in the tests APsimilar te 


lose “marks at the time’ checks, these 
being C. Gamble (Wolseley), R, Wallace 
(Fiat “Mouse") and Leonard's Singer 
roadster, The course was conscientiously 
dyed by Jimmy Millard who preceded 
the competitor with his blown 
TC MG. which became progressively 
less blown as it shed blower belts 
around the circuit. The start was at 
Jobstown and the ‘route took competi: 
ors through Mount Seskin to Brittas and 
Stone Cross then through the magnificent 
aeenery of the Featherbed mountain, 
Glencree and Sally Gap, the final check 
being at Toughllasiown, after which 
competitors and offic Snjoyed a mild 
Pay and refreshments at the wood 


fotcl, Killiney, where results were 
worked out and ‘awards presented on the 
spot, 


‘The popularity of this type of non-car- 
Wrecking trial can be judged by the fact 
that there were no less than 58 entrants, 
most of whom declared — themselves 
thoroughly satisfied with | the cubs 
interesting new marking system. Ma 
some of the tests could’ have been a 
little more interesting—however! 

H. A. OB. 
were published in the 28th 
March issue) 


(Results 


WESTMORLAND HILL-CLIMB 
‘Te Westmorland M.C, are holding a 
Closed Invitation Hill-Climb for 
sports: and saloon-cars on 24th May, at 
bon, Kickby Lonsdale, Westmorlind, 
Invited clubs are: Liverpook, York 
shire Sports Car, Lancashire, iddles- 
brough and District, M.G. (N.W. Centre) 
Lancashire and Cheshire and Chester. 
‘Classes will be as follows: 
Saloon-cars: Up to 1,200 cc, unsuper- 


charged; 1,201 to 1,750 cc,” unsuper- 
charged: 1,751 to 2.500 cc. unsuper- 
charged. 


Sports-cars: Up to 1,250 c.c., unsuper- 


charged; 1,251 to 1,750 cc,” unsuper- 
charged; 1,751 to 2:30 ce, uunsuper- 


Saloon and sports: Up to 1,500 cc, 
supercharged, 

je course is the one which satisfied 
everyone last July, #-mile lon; 
fan overall gradient of 1 in 12. I includes 
& short straight leading into a 90 degrees 
left-hand bend, then a 45 degrees left- 
hander followed by a 500-yard straight, 


SPEED TRIALS AT GOSPORT 
‘Tse Gosport A.C’s Speed Trials will 
bbe held on Sunday, 27th April. The 
event will include classes for saloon, 


very 
popular. and the three meetings held last 
year with entries of 110 for the closed 
invitation event and 80 and 65 for the 
two closed events, will give some indi- 
cation of the success of these mectings. 

‘The course record is at present held 
Archie Butterworth (AJ.B,) with a time 
Of 12.69 secs, 

ies of the regulations may be ob- 

tained from the Hon, Secretary. A. A. 

Ards, of 6 Testcombe Road, Gosport, 
nts, 

The dats of the Club's first “closed 
speed tri i for 1St 
Tine has been changed to 8th June. This 
has been done to avoid clashing with a 
speed event at Redhill, Surrey, also in 
order that the G.A.C. may accept an 
invitation from the Chiltern CC. to 
compete in their Rally, 

TIPPERARY HILL-CLIMB 
= Stonethrowers" (Tipperary Light 
Car and Motor-Cycle Club) are hol 
ing their second Anni 
Climb on 27th’ April 
Dungarvan, Co. 


hairpin just after the start, followed by 
a fast left 


classes for cars up to 
{ubiquitous Abington!) al 


and. prize-giving that 
Clonea Strand Hotel. 

‘ions and entry forms by return, 
OC. Gibbings, Competitions 
;. Tipperary LC. and M.C.C., 
54 Irishtown, Clonmel, Co, “Tipperary 


SEVERN VALLEY M.C’s WELSH 
RALLY 


Severn Valley Motor Club are 
holding 2 Closed Invitation Welsh 
Rally on Sunday, 27th April, under 
RAG. Permit No. C/611. The venue 
hasbeen allered from.” Criccieth "10 
Aber - 
been invited: South Wales A.C. South 
M&.,  Mid-Cheshire 
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CC, Oswestry and District M.C., Rhyl 
and’ District M.C., North Staffs M.C. 
and the Wolverhampton and South Stafls 


‘The route will be approximately 262 
miles long and will be of the usual rally 
nature, mostly on main roads, and is 
planned to be non-damaging to any kind 
Of vehicle. The start and will be 
at the West Midland Motor Company's 
Premises at Shrewsbury. First car leaves 
32.9,8m and is doo at 4 wyth at 
12,53, after completing the morning run 
of 112 miles, On arrival at Aberystwyth, 
cars will be put through three driving 
fests on the promenade, which is being 
slosed for this purpose 'by kind permis- 
sion of the Aberystwyth Town i 
Competitors will then have a 
break, the first car leaving at 208 pam, 
to complete the return run of 150 miles 
{9 Shrewsbury. The first car due at 

urY at 7.08 p.m, Vehicles will 
then be checked for the working of 
lights, windscreen wipers, starters, et 
Entries are limited to 50, and Rogula- 
tions are available from ‘the Secretary 
of the Meeting, Mr. G. EB, Carder, the 
West Midland Motor Co, Lid,, Abbey 
Foregate, Shrewsbury 


M.U.M.C, COMMITTEE CUP RALLY 


Cup is to be run by the Manchester 
University M.C. 
course will be 
gad starting point is the Car Park, Heald 
Green Hotel, Heald Green, “Cheshire, 
first vebicle Teaving at 4.30 p.m. There 
Bi 2 fur sume control! en owe. 

tries can be accepted up to 17th April; 
R. M. Dobson is the Sccretary of the 
Meeting, and his address is 30 ‘Broad 
Walk, Wilmslow. 

The A.G.M. of the M.U.M.C. takes 
lace on 25th April in” Lesser Hall, 

versity Union, Burlington Street, 
Manchester, commencing at 7.30 p.m, 


‘THE NORTH WALES RALLY 
‘Tue Rhyl and District, M.C’s Rall 

Gogledd Cymru, the North Wales 
Rally, is to take place next week-end on 
Saturday and Sunday, 19th/20th April. 
Run again this year as a night and day 
event, starting from Rhyl and Chester, 
and finishing at Rhyl, this fixture should 
Prove of major interest both to experi- 
enced Rally-ists and to those attempting 
a Rally for the first time, The two 
ed will converge at a point south of 


Mold, and total distance is under 300 
miles” 

Competitors arrive at Rhyl at 
around. 7. breakfast at the 
Marine Hydro; a’Regularity Test in the 
form of a strictly timed 30-mile circuit 


ve the 
{eo points at 9 pm, BST, or 8 pm. 
GM. 


Clubs invited to compete are Severn 
Valley, Liverpool, Mid-Cheshire, South 
Cacrnarvonshire, Chester, M.G."(N.W.) 
and Lancashire. Entries for this i 
feresting event close next Wednesday 
16th April; they should be sent to. the 
Secretary of the Meeting, R. Reading, 
at 92 Grange Road, Rhyi, (Phone 
Rhyl 179.) 


(Continued on page 476) 
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—ALESFIN 


BRAKE DRUMS 


start the Season Right! 


INTERNATIONAL SPORTS CAR 12 HOUR GRAND PRIX of ENDURANCE 
SEBRING, FLORIDA 


First—FRAZER-NASH—H. Grey, L. Kulok 
Joint Second—JAGUAR XK 120—C. M. Schott 
Fourth— JAGUAR XK 120—Robert O'Brien 


(Subject to official confirmation) 


AN the abovs 
equipped with Wellworthy AL-FIN Brake Drums 


privately owned cars were 


NOTE:—The Formula 2 H.W.M. is equipped with AL-FIN Brake Drums. 
“These brakes have not been modified, experience in last year’s racing 


having shown them to be highly satisfactory”. eee 
WELLWoRTHY — 


*THESCHOICE OF THE EXEFERT- 


> : 
| ecttivices. to A ‘adie Imhof (Allard) 
1 on his Grand Performance in the 


RALLY OF GREAT BRITAIN 


FIRST .. =f BEST 
| OPEN PERFORMANCE 
| CAR ANY 

CLASS CAR 


= ee OIL ‘st 
Grade 20 

i 

Used, and recommended, by Mr. Imhof. . 


—————— eee ee _—— = 
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Forty-Eight Hours Hard—conrinued 


Jaguar and returned to the foot of the 
hill. 

We pushed on through deep water on 
the road to the next time control at 
St. Claude, and then on to the final 
Stages. At Lyon-la-Doua there was a 
timed standing kilometre. Stirling 
believed that his car had little chance 
against the much lighter XK 120 two- 
seaters and Herzet's coupé. However, 
making a perfect getaway, and using 
straight-through changes without over- 
revving, Moss recorded 32.2 secs., cross- 
ing the finishing line at just on 
110 m.p.h. This was second fastest of 
the day, Descollonges doing 32 secs. 
dead, 

For the last section, which was con- 
sidered dangerous owing to the amount 
of local trailic about, the schedule speed 
was dropped to 40 kip.b. This included 
40° kilometres. from Lyon-la-Doua to 
Charbonniéres, via the Montée des 
Soldats and the Tour de Salvagny. We 
clocked in at the finish with plenty of 
time in hand. 


Suitcase went astray, and we had to 

restaurant in our rally rig: 
OuL, the case arriving just as we were 
going to bed. 

The event concluded with a speed 
hill-climb on Sunday at the Casino, 
before a huge gallery of spectators. 
Stirling made second best time (50 secs.) 
to Descollonges’s 49.6 secs. In the 
evening there was a ball and a banquet 
at the Casino, Contrary to normal 

procedure, there were no 
at the end of a most sumptuous 
inner, although M, Amort, of the A.C 
de Rhone, Director of" the | Rally, 
announced’ that all awards had been 
withheld following a large number of 
Protests. concerning contravention of 
certain regulations and dissatisfaction 
about the standard times system. 

Nonetheless, the Lyons-Charbonnitres 
Rally is a remarkably fine event. The 
Presence of Stirling Moss was welcomed 
y the organizers, and resulted in the 
event being given greater publicity in 
the French newspapers than it has ever 
had (before, 1 can thoroughly recom 
mend the rally to intending British 
entrants, and we have the assurance of 
everyone concerned that next year 
everything possible will be done to 
attract entries from this country. 


eee ee eee 


COMING ATTRACTIONS 

April 11th. West of England M.C. 

"Frtal, Mid-Devon. 

April 11th/12th. M.C.C. Lands End 

Tinta Srarting points London 
ia Water), Stratford-on- 

‘Avon, Plymouth. 

April 12th, Bristol M.C. and L.C.C. 


‘Race Meeting, Castle Combe. 
Start 1 p.m. 
Blackburn Welfare MC. Race 


zh, Yorks. Start 


Meeting, Brow 


1pm. 
Tenby M.C. Lydstep Hill-Climb. 
Start 2 p.m. 
Veteran CC. Abingdon Rally. 
‘Aston Martin O.C. Trial, Mendips. 
April 12th/14th. Rallye Benefralux, 
Belgium (S.T.). 
Scottish SCC. Highland 3-Days’ 
Rally. Start, Falkirk (Ice Rink), 
Stirlingshire. 9.30 p.m. 
April 12th/1Sth. Ulster A.C. Circuit 
of Ireland Trial. 
April 13th, Coppa Inter-Europa 
(Sports-Cars) Monza, Italy 
Aberdeen and District M.C. Trial 
April 14th. B.A.R.C. Race Meeting, 
‘Goodwood. Start 1.30 p.m. 
Pau G.P. (F.2), France. 
Half-Litre Club Race Meeting 
(F.3), Brands Hatch. Start 2 pm 
Circuit of Marrakech, Morocco. 
Australian GP. UF 
West Cornwall 'M.C. Trengwainton 
Hill-Climb. Start 2 p. 
Jersey MC. and LCL. Sand Race 
Meeting, St. Quen 


News from the Clubs.—Continued 


J. C MILLARD (DELLOW) 
CONNACHT TRIAL 
© Connacht Motor Club Trial for 
the Henderson Cup was this year 
modified to suit all types of cars, and 
was not of a chassis-breaking nature. 
A number of standard saloons did, in 
fact, compete, and at the last minute 
& surprise change in the entries was the 
substitution by Jimmy Millard of Tom 
‘Oble’s. well-known blown Dellow for 
the famous Morford Special in which 
he normally competes. That a com- 
pletely strange mount didn't worry him 
jimmy very quickly proved by winning 
the premier award. 


WINS 
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Competitors were required to do two 
laps of a. IS-mile course through the 
most beautiful countryside, but many 
miles of it on roads thickly’ coated with 
White dust, which was a little tiresome 
at times.” From the outset it was 
Obvious that the real fight would be be- 
tween Millard, Kevin Murray (M.M. 
‘Special Mark 2) and Cecil Vard (C.E.R. 
On the surface it looked as 
if Vard was going to be the winner, as 
he was the essence of neatness and pre~ 
cision in all tests, slipping the extremely 
short wheelbase, little special in and out 
‘of pylons and markers as if they were 
just part of his daily run to the office. 
However, on checking the times it was 
found that Jimmy Millard’s heavily 
weighted right foot, coupled with the 
blown potency of the Dellow, was more 
than a match for Cecil, Kevin Murray 
was not feeling at all well, but makin 
a tremendous effort, was ‘as neat an 
quick as ever, finishing only a few 
marks behind Vard._ “Millard, ‘would 
have piled even more marks between 
himself and Vard had he not had to 
learn the hard way that the Dellow 
completely refused to answer to the 
steering at speed in reverse! H. A. 07%, 


RESULTS 
Premier Award: J. C. Millard (Dellow), 
2, C. Vard (CER. Spl.). 
3,_K.'P."Murray (M.M. Mark 2), 
.'R. B. Le Fanu (Ford Spl.), 115; 
994; 6, —. Green 
Ww. Tamplin 


(Renault), 77. 


‘CLUB FIXTURES: 


Roebuck, 
Mottram Dery 
Tain "Ape, Red Lion ‘Hotel, Petersfield, Hants 


Gather “Goodwood. 
Tath" Apel, Woolpack Inn, Cogueshall, Essex, 5 


Ainis O.C. Mldtand.-Cowswolds. ally, 13th Apel 
Seatong. 215 
Social Rian to Kirby 
‘Apt, «Meet Albert Square, Man 
hms Preston A.C. ground, 10:30 


Counties M.C.—Talk on BRM. by, 
‘Raymond Mays, 1aih. April, Colchester, 


Hach 
Vath April, Greenway ‘Country ‘Chid, 
6.30 

Drive, 16th April, Priory 


730 pm. 


W. JACOBS 


& SON 


ML.G. Specialists 


MG. T.D. MARK IL 


including 
tion Car Re 
1,500 e-. 


offer 


lap at over 75 m.p.h. and winner 1950, 


« T.T. and many other 


‘The car is absolutely reliable for road or competition work. 
Genuine mileage under 12,000. Offered at £1,075. Terms, 


cachanges ete 


WANSTEAD 0660 


MILL GARAGE, CHIGWELL RD.. LON) 
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Correspondence—continued 
Our Trials Regs. Ballot 


WOULD like to endorse fully the letter of Dennis Dent in 


then you have had the ballot result which you state 
is 78 per cent, in favour of leaving the regs. alone. I think 
it would have been better if you had stated the actual number 
who polled votes, thereby showing how much interest was 
taken by competitors, 

Your ballot docs not give a true picture at all as you 
asked for a straight Yes or No. This problem requires a far 
more comprehensive answer than that, any suggested changes 
to be voted for or against separately; also by only accepting 
votes from competition licence holders you excluded from the 
ballot would-be competitors who would enter or re-enter trials 
if the freak motors and hills were eliminated. 

T trust that the B.T.D.A. or R.A.C. whichever is responsible 
for the framing of the new regulations will go into the matter 
far deeper than you have done, getting the opinions also from 
clubs who must be getting very tired of endeavouring to 


find ‘steeper and yet steeper hills to stop the too specialized 
specials. 
WOLVERHAMPTON, z ; F. D. Guson. 


‘Ou quote 78 per cent. of the postcards received as stating 
that they are satisfied with the present regulations. Could 
you please state how many people voted? 

It would also be interesting to hear how many people did 
not vote, owing to the fact that they consider themselves non- 
eligible ‘through not being a regular competitor, because of 
their unsuitable car. It is these folk we want io encourage 
to the sport. Furthermore, taking the trials sport as a whole, 
it seems a pity that we cannot bring it to some useful purpose 

We travel the country, chopping up farmers’ land and 
tracks, etc,, and it is becoming increasingly difficult to find 
sections and to obtain permission to use same when found. We 
are not even making progress in general motor-car design 
(especially if the “engine regulations” remain unaltered), in 

‘we are travelling backwards in more ways than one, 

As a suggestion, perhaps it would be possible to form a 
motor section to assist the farmers (without whose help we 
could run very few trials) when nature takes over, and becom 
awkward. We read of sheep and lambs being buried in thi 
snow and of villages being cut off. I feel that 50 or so exper 
enced trials drivers and passengers could be of some assistance, 
by arranging for a squad to be called out at short notice when 

If only a fraction 
least repay a little 
whole is indebted. 
Lonpon, S.E.22 B. H. Cox. 

{The total number of postcards and eters received. wan S2.—Et 


f the animals were saved, this would at 
the farmers to whom the sport as a 


BOOK REVIEW 
“The Secondhand Car Owner”. 
Authors: Noel D. Green and R. Barnard Way. 
Size: 44 ins. x 7} ins, 144 pp. 
Price: 6s. 


Publishers: Wells Gardner, Darton & Co., Ltd., 49 
Brighton Road, Redhill, Surrey. 


Hi is # most. useful book for the great number of 
people who wish, or are forced by current prices or 
the time factor, to’ buy their cars secondhand. The 
compilers, Noei Green and R. Barnard Way, are 
engineers who have never owned any other than second- 
hand cars throughout a long career of motoring, and 
have thereby acquired much valuable knowledge of 
motors and the motor trade. 

The Secondhand Car Owner is a readable “con- 
centrate” of this knowledge. and contains simple and 
lucid explanations, amply illustrated, of the mysteries 
of the engine, ignition, carburation, wiring, etc. Many 
a valuable “wrinkle” gained the hard way from experi- 
ence, is offered to the reader, and as a truly comprehen- 
sive handbook on the working of a motor-car, this is 
excellent value at 6s. CP. 


LEIGHTON BUZZARD 


ALFA ROMEO—supercharged 8-cyl. 2.3-litre 
Castagna foursome drophead coupé, £1,050. 


ALFA ROMEO—17/95 Gran Sport 2-seater, 
£565. 


ALLARD—1948 7IL 4-seater, £745. 
ALLARD—1 


8 prototype J.2 4-litre Compe- 
ion 2-seater, £745, 


CAtltern Cars 
JAGUAR—1939 3j-litre 100 2-seater, reg. 


1948, £625. 


FRAZER-NASH/BMW.—1939 Type 326 
saloon, £695. 


FRAZER-NASH /BMW.—1937 Type 329/326 
foursome drophead coupé, £565. 


RILEY—Brooklands 1,100 c.c. 2-seater, £365. 
RILEY—Imp 1,100 c.c. 2-seater, £450. 


ti 


Ila Water Lane, 


Bedfordshire 
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CLASSIFIED 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


PRESS TIME: 
TUESDAY 10 a.m. 
PADdingion 7671-2 


‘Supetb appearance. and. performance. 
fffer ‘over £475-—A. Smith, ~-Rutli", Chancton- 
Bary Chase, Rodin, “Surrey.” Redhill "S70 
ALLARD 
FOR QUICK $ALE—Ex-Leonard Potter 
1947. special ‘2ecnter, 690. overtaul, 300 
on—Varndell, 11 


ALVIS 


ALTON GARAGE invite enauiries for all wed 
‘ALVIS. models 1925-1940.~-17-19 Brook Mews 
North, Craven Road, W.2. Paddington 3952. 


ALTON GARAGE of PADDINGTON oder: 


AMILCAR 
AMILCAR 1928 Surbatse shor-ailed 2/3-sater, 
‘200d condition, new tyres, respraved. taxed and 
igsuted) VELIS—"i9" “rrenevate Road, Rylands, 


ASTON MARTIN 
ASTON MARTIN ttre short chassis 2/4-scacr, 


fat" condition. £598" 0€ ett ‘ofler-—-Fortescucy 7 
High Street,"Leatherhead. "Fel. Leatherhead 4638 


AUSTIN 
AUSTIN Niopy 1934, tbody and cnsine excellent 
‘condition. £198.—-D. Weldon, 36 Willow 
‘Crescent West, Willowbank, Uxbridge. Tel, 4. 
(UINE. ex-works AUSTIN. 7 3 


‘Two spares, Centric blower, ‘nk Room 
Morley, 286" Brierclite Read, 


BASIL ROY, LTD. BS.A. scout 
‘ind 
‘Tananasn 77: 


tised for sale in Auforport. Sutenssion 
of an adverisement is an implied 


FIAT 
MAYFAIR GARAGES LTD. tore you 10 


St 


HILLMAN 

1Q Fst, folding seas, beautiful condition, 
Fee, 1945, £335,-Wadeol Motes, 1505 

‘West Bnd’ Lane, N.W.6.” Hampstead 1177 


HRG. 


1947 1,100", genuine 14.000, mites, 
HLR.G. exc’ coninion, BRO, Orienal 


Balding ana “aoeeleration..“Uinlge opportunity at 
£305-Vietorla” Motors, "32" Lone Milieate (op. 
Viewria Station), Manchester, 3. Blackfriars 1309. 
ELE... 2? MODEL 1500 c.tire) Specimen 
jecar. Fited hydraulic brakes st 


JAGUAR 


‘Phone! MAY 0146. 
LAGONDA 
AGONDA 16/80. 1935 Vanden Plas _sourer 


APRILIA, radio, heater, wind 
1937 LANCIA APRILIA. radio. tester, win 
fae") “Hurver" Count 3 


Seect! "Phone: MAY 0146. 
LEA-FRANCIS 
1 LEA-FRANCIS if-titre sports 2eater 
tery fast, sreamalined car. 30 m.p-2, 90 
mph Olen ‘bo 


MASERATI 


Autosport, ApriL 11, 1952 


an 


TA bit cement te 
‘a, caaneGih general clasiication 1931 MCLE. 
ese aioe tas Me 


OFFER 


Very Special MORGAN 4/4, 2-seater, 
1997. Climax Motor. Zoller super: 
charged. Pump cooling, B.T.H. Mag. 
4 Branch exhaust. 2 speed overdrive 
giving choice of eight ratios. Swept 
tail with twin spares enclosed. New 
Zip tonneau . . . An exceptional 
car. £425 
‘Type 55 FRAZER-NASH'BMW 2/4 
seater, Reuter Drop Head Coupe, 
1936. 3 carb., Scintilla Mag. Knock- 
off wheels, resprayed and chromed. 
New Hood. New Tyres. A super 
specimen. £375 
RILEY 12.4 Lynx open 4-seater, 1936. 
Standard Series. New Hood and 
Tonneau. Excellent cellulose. A 
really nice car. fa 


Salection of mare than @ denen Sporte 
Sane is" cheese “trom: 


‘Terma and euchanges on any car. 


MERCURY MOTORS 
383 Northolt Road 
SOUTH HARROW 

Middlesex 


BYRen 2057 
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by wanted new "saloon 


1938 TAM, Black: to nood running order. 
£350, North Wales district-—Box 627. 
1934 M.G, Magna salonene, £165.—Montroe 
9 Motor. 91 Epolng New Road, Duckie 
want TTT 


MORGAN 

ROAN 4/4, Offical spare. pars stockias, sex- 

vice and repairs—Basll Roy, Lid., 161 Gt 
Portand Street, Wal. Langham 9733. 

H. DOUGLASS, the MORGAN specialists. 


FERANG 00. Wink ere reert art 
‘vith hs Spares, trailer 3300 
."R" mains, 5° saip'Lane, "Waka 


RILEY 


AILEY Kewl, oil col new wn rps 
1935 ner, prociecoe. Bik Gren” Ee 
Orchard Howe, Ptoo, ea 

RILEY. 9 Yoursoor, _665—Montroe 
UG2D seston Tpping New Rend. Bock 
Hil, Bee Bodnar 


SINGER 


{GINGER 1500 saloon, Seotember 1950, ome omer, 
SS eupaniced 13,500, 30 mb. pertec. 1.035, 


son er 1941, fated 2te 
HLS.M. ig "Roman paiern ening, imace: 


late” condition Casts Motor. Mart, 3." Warren 
‘Street, London, Wl EUS 410. 
GAJFORD, saved. tomured. with | spares. 
Je'Sunaic shopping. Teale, Sprints,” what 
bbave 900. Offers Over £200,—Seven Kinas O83 


ay Standard 1930 10 hp. 2/4-seater tourer, 
A rood order. £80.21 Coates “Hill, Bickley, 


SUNBEAM 
SUNBEAM 20 hip. saloon, 1931 


PERFORMANCE CARS 


THE SPORTS-CAR PEOPLE 


THE WINDMIL GARAGE, GREAT WEST ROAD, 


BRENTFORD, MIDDLESEX 
(Telephones EALing 6841-2-3) 
3 minutes from Northfickds Tube Station 
(Piccadilly or Distriet Lines) 


1999 A.C. 2lue d/h. foursome us 

1934 Alvis Crested Eagle 20 bp. saloon. 148, 

1931 Aston Martin Iniemational 2/4r. - €278 

us 

es 

10s 

ons 

ous 

oes 

oss 

9s 

as 

as 

95 

ens 

wos 

was 

7s 

cas 

as 

es 

os 

as 

hp, Tickfond d/h. eas 

19346 MG. PA'S hp. Daur os 

1933 MG. 12 G) 1195, 25 and 235 

1932 MG. 12 nin 4c cus 
193% Morris & saloon 275 ana 


1936 Oldsmobile 27 h.p. d/h. cout 
1934 Rallion 30 hp. saloon 
1940 Riley 1¢-ere NuMeld saloon 
1980 Riley 24-tcre, 15,000 miles, one owner £1, 
1928 Rolie Royce 22 h.p. close coupled saloon 
by Hooper. -. eaeers 


1937 Mover 16 hp. salooe 
1936 Stager Bantam 9 bp. saloon 
1936 Sineer LeMans cr 

1935 S.S.1. 20 hp. d/h. founome 

(949 Sonbcam-Talbot 90 saloon 

937 Talbot 75.18 ip. saloon, manual bor 
1932 Triumph 9 hp. 2 

1999 Vauzhall 10 Bp. salcon 


F OESR2EEEGSES 28 53588 


i 
[ 
i 


‘Sportecars in stock 


LITHERLAND MOTORS (LIVERPOOL), LTD. 


1999 use) Praver-Nash /AMW 327/80 
‘érophend. "coupe 


1999 Model, Frazer-Nash/BMW 327/80 
‘axcdead coupe 


os 
1998 (August) Franee-Nash /BMW 328/110 
‘ph 2eeater, many competition 
aod os 
1949 (April) MG. TC eater. ms 
1947 (May) MG. TC 2aeater, extras cas 


Special Offer: 
HLW.MAIALTA postwar Formula B Racina-Car 
‘Sim many soeten and i guioment (en Jack 


Pnowe: Waterloo 1484 (, Tyrer) 
Hawthome Road, Liverpool, 21 


wercharsed, poneal indocion avalehne, Ist Good 
mal ington are 1 
SES loser Hams Trophy. Siverwone 1931, 
7. Sichohon, ES. 
‘6 cc. Racing Car, 
ight chasis Pat Sumerian, Lockheed brakes 


Nomon ‘Sinsle’ cam, exe P- Collin, complete at 
E78: 


430 
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SITUATIONS VACANT 


SPECIAL OFFERS—continued 


SPARES & ACCESSORIES 


POTTER AND RICHARDS offer: Choice of the 
ll suactive pres: Allard. 


WRG. Md Kfinor, Healey: 
Hatch,“ semen” Ra oxctkin, Cre. 
Talbot, Sunbeam, et 
Nath) BMW. Part ‘Hire purchase, ete 


i Cachan 

35 Kinnerton Street, Wilton Place, London, 'S.W.1 
TersStOane 3428. 

HE HESTON GARAGE offers: 1947 TC M.G. 

1933. 32 i £210, 1026 Bikey Kestrel. 

MP. and 

Phowe 


MISCELLANEOUS 


USTER rear sereen complete with apron, sel, 
exchange good 25 x 21 tyre—S Addison Road, 
Bromley, "Rent. 


‘automobile parts and git, Whatever your prob: 
fem ‘we shall be pleased to assist In any pomible 
way. Qurnaes ery 


‘iuVerside 6896. 
Boe MOTORS (N. H. Mann, Proprieton) 
jundertake. special coachwork designs, primarily 
‘Romeo chastiny bur ako any other Bod 
Muaity" aportecar chats “Inquiries 
Howe, Alnic Avenue, New Maklen. Phone! Malden 
4403, 
INTHUSIAST wishes to visit Le Mans. Any 
Please write ¢/0 32 Montefiore 
‘Sunex 
LEAMINGTON GARAGE offer: Opel Olymote 
lengine, gearbox, electrics, complete, £25. Coo 
versigns, ‘welding, recellulotine, minor “repalts to 
Complete, verhauis.—-222 Mom ‘Lane, Acton, W.3 
Phone: ACOm 3 
NACO GRAND PRIX—Ty Sout of France. 


fon 
UICK-LIFT JACKS and Trailers made for $00 
‘ec. racing-cats, abo. gas and arc welding, 
geiting, milling, turning aed capstan "work —~Dos 
Parker, 14 Sangorn Road, ‘SS W-ll.. Battersea 7327 
EFLECTORS RESILVERED, 1, 64. exch 10 


SOLID drawn ect tubes, brieht and HLT. steel 
etary light allo, tc.” fom “socks ES 
bout, Syon ige, Great West Road, 
Isleworth, Middx. Tel: HOU 6613. 
TY AUTOMOBILE, motorcycle and steamcar 
books: catalogues free.-—Vivian Gray, Book 
seller, Haywards Heath, Sten, 


YOR LST OF MODELS WRITE SOW TO 


Uayjace Gatager 


BALDERTON STREET, LONDON w.! 
TEL: MAYFAIR 3106/5 


Cee SPARS ANCOR, 


ENGINES 


G., EAVPE with ENY. Prociecor box. 
Gee cain, and mae. £65 0.0.0. TVR. 
Engincering, Beverley Grove, Blackrool, S. Tel 


MARTIN 
REGISTER 


for 1952 


84 pages of information of 
every type of A.M. with 
numerical details of 554 of 
them, and many 


2/6 
or 2/9 Post Free from Hon. Sec., 


AM.O.C., 554 Limpsfield Road, 
Upper Warlingham, Surrey. 


ENGINE FITTERS wien experience on. ish 
ality or competition cars, uraently reauired — 
‘Apply, stating ape, experience and Temunerat 
{Connaught Engineerma, Portsmouth Road, Send, 
Sure. 
ACING MECHANIC with previous experience 
forcian 


{ull teucrnational season, will be a permanent one 
for the right ‘man who should write in the first 
Instance, ‘stating age” experience and remuneration 

Engineering. Portsmouth 


FOUR 600/650 < 19 Dunlop For wre, only 
un $00. £10 “each—Thompson-Dorey Lid., 
Section Strece, ‘Souhport. Tel. 3986. 


JRIGHARDS AND BROWN offer the following 
ores: 00 ct a/b 47S x HL s/h, $28 X21 
s/he, 800 x 21's/h,, two $00 x 20 new: 300 x 20 
Fearead, 400% "19"'s/h., two 600% ia rettead, 
two 435 x08 reread’ $80 x16 s/h. Fetread, 
Weg 4s, raced 1a x 140, eeadl 3 Rinaer 
Road, “wromicy.’ Kent. “Teh: RAVenshourne 


PPAIR 450 « 19, 42 mm. knock-on Rudge wheels 
‘Complete, “Wisesoles retreads- (ome weal) 40d 


tubes. E12 11-—Bow 624 


WANTED: 


CHILTERN CARS reaulte a olinder bead for 4 
torinncamn ee. Alla Romeo.—1ia. Watet 
Lane, "Celsbuon czar, “Beatondshie, 

3008. 


‘Telephone 


PER trailer oF 

(OL RSHO. J. CC. Mayer, Conped Close 

Tosterdive, London, ¥.20 

FPIAT,, Mighest_ spot, cash for all model 
Maytaie, Garages Lid. (opp. Selfridecs clock), 

Mayfair, Wt. Maytalr 31045, 

MPO AERO-SCREENS and tings for 12 M.G 
—P. Posner, 23, Park Road, Manchester, 


VINTAGE American cat, 20/30 h. 


seater rondster with. dicky “Mamutacyured 
eegen gas, aha 1852 Dante, West Park 


WALTER SCOTT LTD., 
‘will buy any twpe of 
Goo’ UskD CAR 


39 College Crescent, Hampstead, N.W.3. 
(Swist Cottage Tube.) Priesrose S014, 


B. & C. PEARSON 
(Associated with Pearson Engineering) 


SPECIAL AND OBSOLETE 
PISTONS 


of 
Balance—Quality—Precision 


Senign ‘or compression, 


complete. 


Biston ‘service, “special Cylinder Liners 


Sppled” 
“First-class Castings—A good 
‘Machine—Skilled Operators. 
“A Bolanced and True 
Your Service. 


WILSON WORKS 


Aer 11, 1952 AUTOSPORT 


The 
Risitina Saal 
ts for Sale 


; The 
He sibel: SECONDHAND 


your CAR fais OWNER 


buy 

~ THE 
SECOND- 
HAND CAR 
OWNER” 


by Noel D. Green 
and 


R. Barnard Way 


FREEN 
fully illustrated baa ne 
six shillings net. ong 


D. G. Hlather’s well-known Test-Trial and Rally | Deals with every 
powered with a 325 Special BMW 2+itre Engine, aspect of the car E 
ly chrome bored, and independent front suspension including all maintenance and repair problems. 
with telecontrols. This car offers a great opportunity What to look for when buying a car, etc. etc, 
and a sense of proud ownership to the enthusiast | | With over'one hundred simple diagrams. . 


£550 or nearest offer | 


Obtainable from any bookseller or direct 
from the PUBLISHERS 6/6 post paid 


WELLS GARDNER DARTON & C® L™ 
49 BRIGHTON ROAD, REDHILL, SURREY 


Apply to 
Standard Steel Works, Tinsley, Sheffield 


Pet BOOK 952, 500 cc. 
A MOTOR RACING 


YEAR BOOK (1952) 


The ONLY Reference Book of Half-Litre Sport 


Available Now! 


How to build a 500 - Directory of Suppliers + Car 

specifications - Who's Who of personalities - All the 

results for 1951+ British and Continental racing circuits 
Programme for 1952 ~- Action photographs 


Price 6! = jcosisse 64 ext) 


Available now through your bookseller, newsagent or direct from the publishers : 


PEARL, COOPER LTD., 2-3 NORFOLK ST., LONDON, W.C.2 
The publishers of IOTA the magazine of 500 cc. Motor Racing 
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Services, Supplies and Spares 


D. W. PRICE & SON LTD. 


“Triplex" REPLACEMENTS 
and WINDSCREEN ASSEMBLIES 


e 
NEASDEN LANE, N.W.10 CULMORE ROAI 
7811-5 New Cro 
savor ADE, ENFIELD TANCRED ST. TON 
Enfield 3170 Taunton 


H. & A. ENGINEERING (LONDON) LTD. 


35 GRANT .D, ADDISCOMBE, CROYDON 


‘OR GEARBOXES 
NDITIONING CHARGES 


GALLAY 


Radiators, Fuel Tanks & Oil Coolers 
have been used successfully for many years 


. 
Consult. us on all problems 


. 
GALLAYLTD. 

SCRUBS LANE » WILLESDEN + LONDON - N-W-10 

sisociaced with DELANEY GALLAY Led Lodbroke 3644 


Th — * 
* WEST ESSEX tngineering WANTED for spot cash 
(6. WiLL) Company Limited CARS of ALL TYPES 
Manufacture ‘ses. ah ley hel bE 
: : 


jedi 
re tes fies 
To BMW Onners wintrintaies Suse | Wbwzanp Sarre 


system at quite a reasonable cos, 
Then you ean really STOP 


or 1 > > eery HAMPSTEAD HIGH ST., LONDON, N.W.3 
MARKET SQUARE, ABRIDGE, ESSEX (HAMPSTEAD TUBE) HAMPSTEAD 404I (10 fines) 


Theydon Bole 2077 


WANstead 0660 
WE SPECIALIZE in SPARES & REPAIRS 


MILL GARAGE @p 


Chigwell Rd., S. Woodford, E.18 


Published by AUTOSPORT, 159 Procd Sirect, London. W-2, and printed in England by 
Kelner, Hadion & Kearns, Lid, Hathelds, Stamford Sire; London. SE, England 


